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Used Clothing Appeal 


Protestant Congregations Urged to 
Co-operate Through UNRRA 


[Special to Church Publications, Protestant 
Denominations. } 

THE nation-wide roundup of clothing 
urgently needed by war-stricken people 
overseas is scheduled for April. Church 
leaders and members are asked to give 
utmost help in this United National Cloth- 
ing Collections, April 1-30. 

The goal is 150,000,000 pounds of serv- 
iceable used outer garments, shoes, under- 
wear, blankets, quilts and bed linen. This 
drive is the united effort of UNRRA and 
all the voluntary war relief agencies en- 
gaged in overseas relief, including the 
Church Committee on Overseas Relief and 
Reconstruction of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America. 

The shipbuilder, Henry J. Kaiser, is the 
National Clothing Campaign chairman, ap- 
pointed by President Roosevelt. The Na- 
tional Committee is made up of men and! 
women leaders representing responsible 
groups in American life. 

As in the clothing campaign last fall, 
local churches of every denomination are 
asked to designate and man temporary 
clothing depots in church buildings. Locall 
clothing committees should be notified as 
soon as possible that such depots are avail- 
able. In these depots, contributed clothing: 
will be received and sorted for delivery tc 
centrally located clothing stations in each 
community, there to be packed for ship- 
ment to regional warehouses for baling anc 
reshipment overseas. Other such receiving 
depots are being established by local cloth- 
ing drive committees in schools, post of-- 
fices, and vacant stores. | 

Clothing donations will be pooled for 
free distribution without discrimination oi! 
any kind in war-devastated areas where: 
almost as many people have died from 
exposure and inadequate clothing as have 
died from actual starvation. This will be 


(Continued on page 25) 
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Followers of “The Way” 


THERE is something magnetic in the visit with Jesus which was enjoyed 
by the two disciples traveling on the road to Emmaus. We picture them 
trudging along, talking of the previous week’s startling occurrences in Jeru- 
salem. Then they gently became aware of a fellow traveler, who fell into 
step with them and joined in their conversation. Soon they became eager 
inquirers and listeners. . 

The incident may have provided a precedent for the title that the early 


Christians accepted, Followers of the Way. 
They were en route to a home and an evening meal. Soon both the 


journey and its objective lengthened and broadened from the limits of a day 
into the dimensions of a lifetime. Under the guidance of their guest, and 
using their capacity for spiritual things, they saw themselves to be pilgrims, 
journeying to a city “whose builder and maker is God.” Theirs was the 
wisdom by which we apprehend the future which our Lord has prepared for 
the inheritance of all who accept Him as their Saviour. 

Recently the pastor was asked by a mutual friend to call on a woman 
stricken with an illness for which the medical profession has not discovered 
the cure. Said the friend to the clergyman, “She has no religion: she has 
not even been baptized.” What a tragedy! Such an one has no expectation 
for his soul’s eternal inheritance. Daily life without the guidance of our 
Lord is little more than a succession of shuttle trips, of day-by-day duration. 
The supreme privilege of the traveler consists in entering upon the pil- 
grimage to God. 
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Bible in school 


Every child should know the world’s 
No. 1 book, according to some members 
of the California Legislature. 

A bill has been introduced which 
would amend the school code to estab- 
lish Bible instruction. Regular courses 
in Bible reading and study would be 
given from the ninth to the twelfth 


grades. Any pupil 
could be excused 
from _ attendance 


upon such courses 
upon written re- 
quest of parents or 
guardians. 

At least one hour 
each week, for 
twenty weeks in each school year, dur- 
ing four years, would be allotted to 
the study. The King James version 
would be used. Bible instruction would 
not be allowed to “resemble religious 
services, prayer meetings, preaching or 
catechism, or include the teaching of 
sectarian or partisan doctrines, creeds, 
history, or traditions of any denomina- 
tions, churches, sects, or cults.” 

The State Board of Education would 
be free to adopt teachers’ manuals to 
supplement the authorized version. 


The silence is broken 


In mid-March—for the first time 
since 1939—official spokesmen of the 
Lutherans of America sat in conference 
with Lutheran churchmen of Europe. 

The meeting took place in Stockholm, 
upon the arrival of Drs. Ralph H. Long, 
P. O. Bersell, and the Rev. Lawrence 
Meyer. These men conferred with 
Archbishop Erling Eidem, primate of 


‘the Lutheran state church of Sweden. 


Americans and Europeans agreed 


immediately on this—no bitterness of 
war shall be carried over into the post- 
war reconstruction of the Lutheran 
Church in Europe. Rehabilitation must 
be carried on among all needing help, 
regardless of country or race. 

Dr. Bersell, according to a Religious 
News Service report from Stockholm, 
emphasized that Lutherans of America 
and Sweden must stand together as 
leaders in meeting the postwar prob- 
lems of Lutheranism throughout the 
world. Only in these two countries 
have the people of the churches suf- 
ficient resources to extend effective aid. 

Dr. Long told the Swedish primate of 
work conducted among Lutherans in 
prisoner-of-war camps in the United 
States, and Mr. Meyer explained the 
characteristics of the Missouri Synod. 


No Jim Crow in Maryland 


CuHuRCHES joined up recently with 
civic and labor groups to get the Jim 
Crow laws repealed in Maryland. 

Enforced segregation of Negroes is 
likely to provoke racial strife in the 
days of postwar readjustment, Dr. John 
L. Deaton warned the judiciary com- 
mittee of the state legislature. Dr. 
Deaton is pastor of Christ Lutheran 
Church,.Baltimore. He spoke as one of 
150 individuals appearing before the 
committee to urge repeal. 


Aid for Dutch Church 

THe World Council of Churches is 
issuing an appeal on behalf of the Re- 
formed Church of the Netherlands. 
Dutch church buildings have been de- 
stroyed to the extent of $20,000,000 pre- 
war value. 

The coastal region south of the Maas 
River and the country west of Nijme- 
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gan have suffered most. In one place a 
group of nineteen buildings which 
formed a center of home mission activ- 
ity has been entirely destroyed. 

Unless substantial help is forthcom- 
ing from churches in other countries, 
the Reformed Church in the Nether- 
lands will be unable to do its full part 
in working for the reconstruction of 
that country. 


Money going to France 

TurRouGH the Commission for World 
Council Service, a second grant of 
$70,000 has been made by American 
Protestants for church work in France. 
The first grant was for $50,000. 

Twenty pre-fabricated barracks will 
be purchased in Geneva and sent to 
districts in France which are in des- 
perate need of such shelters. They will 
serve as places of community worship 
and will house welfare projects. 

Ten of the structures have been des- 
ignated for the CIMADE, a French in- 
terdenominational youth organization 
formed during the war to minister to 
inmates of concentration camps. The 
CIMADE is now carrying on an exten- 
sive program of evangelism and also 
providing relief for returning evacuees. 


Church against Hitler 


Tue underground resistance move- 
ment of German Lutheran pastors 
against Nazism was carried into the 
German army through chaplains, it is 
claimed by one of these chaplains re- 
cently taken prisoner py the Allies. 
His statement is released from London 
by the Religion Division of the Ministry 
of Information. 

The chaplain tells how various Con- 
fessional pastors were imprisoned and 
put to death. He himself prepared a 
pamphlet in defense of the Jews which 
was circulated among soldiers. 

“We live in an age no less pervaded 
by superstitions and devils than were 
the Middle Ages,” the chaplain wrote 
in his pamphlet. It is “Jewmania” in- 
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stead of “witchmania” which rages in 
the twentieth century. 

“The fight against Judaism comes 
from the same murky spring as did 
witchmania. Mankind today has still 
not outgrown its search for a scape- 
goat, and therefore is always searching 
for all kinds of guilty people. ... 

“Instead of searching for a scapegoat, 
and singing of hatred, Christianity 
must repent and acknowledge its own 
guilt. It must exorcise all demons 
which have invaded our era, with tri- 
umphant assurance that Jesus is victor, 
that everything must be subject to Him, 
and that He is leading the world on 
toward His return and His wonderful 
kingdom.” 


Exorcising American devils 

In Chicago on March 12 Dr. Walter 
A. Maier waged another battle in his 
long campaign against American in- 
iquities, with special emphasis on gov- 
ernmental practices during “twelve 
long years.” 

He had as an audience “one of the 
largest indoor prayer meetings ever 
held,” to quote the Chicago Tribune. 
There were 23,000 in attendance at the 
Chicago Stadium. The meeting was 
called by the Chicago Lutheran Busi- 
ness and Professional Group. 

“We need repentance from top to 
bottom,” said Dr. Maier. “We need it 
in the nation’s capital where drunken- 
ness and vice are notorious, where high 
and applauded people in widely cir- 
culated magazines print attacks on 
Bible truths, where lives of too many 
public officials are marked by un- 
justifiable divorces, where atheists and 
communists are securing a tighter grip. 

“We need real repentance among all 
American officials who dream dreams 
of a new world that has no thought of 
God.” 

Above the altar in the stadium there 
was a Missouri Synod service flag with 
112,515 service stars and 2,889 gold 
stars. 


IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


The American public is to be safe- 
guarded against expected attempts to 
prepare the way for World War III by 
the establishment of a Germanic Li- 
brary at South Hall, Columbia Univer- 
sity, New York City. An enormous col- 
lection of newspaper and magazine 
clippings bearing on the German atti- 
tude toward war and peace, together 
with a comprehensive list of books con- 
cerning the whole question of Pan- 
Germanism, and official German state- 
ments from civilian, military, academic 
and economic sources, will be housed 
in the same building. It is believed by 
those sponsoring the project that a 
proper use of this material will correct 
the influence of such propaganda by 
making known “the way in which Pan- 
Germanism has been fostered since 
1860.” A statement of special interest 
to Americans asserts that the resur- 
rection of militarism in Germany after 
World War I. was the result of “power- 
ful pro-German groups in America that 
have exerted a growing influence on 
the political, economic and cultural life 
in the United States since the end of 
the last century. These forces are now 
at work again.” 


Bermuda is pouring her treasures of 
Easter lily buds into this country via 
the Pan-American Airways service. 
These quicken the sense of coming 
spring, especially of the approaching 
Eastertide, for which churches and their 
frequenters will seek the more lasting 
plants now budding in domestic green- 
houses. Plants would be too weighty 
and bulky to find priorities on the air- 


_lines. A recent shipment of lily buds 


that came to La Guardia Field con- 
tained 473 boxes holding 57,600 buds. 
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This was only a beginning. The ship- 
ping cost was 28 cents a pound, a spe- 
cial rate reduced from the regular toll 
of 55 cents a pound, to benefit the 
growers. 


Britain is evidently preparing for a 
general election. The normal rule, that 
no party may continue in power more 
than six years without submitting to a 
general election, is subject to suspen- 
sion by reason of the conditions of war. 
The present election preparations stem 
from a sense of more stable political 
conditions in the light of Germany’s 
approaching downfall. A change of 
government, however, has been fore- 
shadowed by the growing critical at- 
titude toward the present government, 
the multiplying crises that call for a 
vote of confidence, and the fact that in 
these tests an increasing number in 
Parliament abstain from voting. They 
will not endanger the progress of war 
by a vote of censure; neither will they 
abandon their criticisms. This situation 
indicates that the next general election 
will remove Churchill as head of the 
government, unless the British service 
men of all branches give him their vote 
in overwhelming volume. At present 
these service men are busy filling out 


‘ their declarations for the right to vote 


when the election is held. Of these, 90 
percent have filled out their forms, and 
of those already registered 80 percent 
have exercised the right to appoint 
their proxies. 


Sawdust Has risen to great dignity in 
Soviet medical practice, according to an 
account in the American. Review of 
Soviet Medicine. Infants are placed 
naked on sawdust in. some hospitals. 
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This contributes to economy and con- 
venience. There are other uses. Saw- 
dust in gauze pillow cases, used in 
urologic cases, is said to prevent bed- 
sores because of the tar content of the 
sawdust. Mixed with plaster-of-paris, 
sawdust makes strong, quickly-drying 
bandages, more satisfactory than plas- 
' ter-of-paris alone, because they are 
lighter and thus more comfortable. 


Australia Has laid plans for “A Girls’ 
Town” to help the work of social re- 
generation among New South Wales 
girls, victims of the moral disintegra- 
tion precipitated by the war. In this 
they are imitating and advancing upon 
their earlier establishment of “A Boys’ 
‘Town.” The spirit animating the pres- 
ent project is to dissociate it from the 
purpose and practice of the regulation 
reform schools; to keep merely un- 
manageable young girls from being 
housed with really vicious types of 
girls, and to abolish whippings and jail 
sentences for them. Rather, they are 
to be surrounded with a home atmos- 
phere. Australia does not stand alone 
in this quandary. The neighboring state 
of New Zealand confesses its own 
rapidly rising number of juvenile de- 
linquents—an increase in their chil- 
dren’s courts from 2,273 in 1935 to 3,100 
in 1942. Every nation is faced with this 
problem: our own nation is not least 
in its concern over this grave situa- 
' tion. Lutherans should consult figures 
recorded by our own Inner Missions. 


South Dakota has just had (February 
17) a law signed by Governor Sharpe, 
which says: “No person shall be de- 
nied employment because of member- 
ship in or resignation from a labor 
union, or because of refusal to join a 
labor union; nor shall any corporation, 
individual or association enter into a 
contract to exclude from employment 
members of a labor union or persons 
who refuse to join a labor union or be- 
cause of resignation from a labor union.” 
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The law also provides for an amendment 
to the state constitution to be voted on 
in November 1946. This action is likely 
to be opposed in the courts by inter- 
ested groups, and may eventually be 
outlawed, even though it voices a gen- 
eral restlessness and resentment on the 
part of the public at large over the 
pressure limitations of what has always 
been considered a fundamental right of 
the individual to make his own. 


Our Army has taken up the task of 
“making rain.” The Western Front may 
breathe freely, for it is only practiced 
in the Quartermaster Corps, and is 
strictly limited to testing the resultant 
efficiency of clothing to resist rain, to 
meet the requirements of troops operat- 
ing in the field—from the tropics to the 
Arctic. Finding the  sprinkling-can 
technique inadequate, the corps adapted 
the rain-making nozzle used in the 
movie industry to their needs. To meet 
all varying needs they use three dif- 
ferent nozzles to test the clothes—one 
that will reproduce the effects of a 
cloudburst precipitating three inches of 
rain an hour; another approximating a 
steady rain of one inch an hour; a third 
that will produce the effects of a 0.30 
to 0.50 of an inch an hour. Let us hope 
the Weather Bureau will not grow am- 
bitious along this line. 


The Sphere of women is enlarging 
among the British. Recently Miss Ann 
Paterson was sent overseas to be an 
assistant to a chaplain in an East Afri- 
can station where many British girls 
are congregated. Miss Paterson was 
chosen by a committee of the Churches’ 
Work for Women in the Forces, and is 
commissioned to represent all the Brit- 
ish churches. A unique honor is being 
paid to Britain’s women by the little 
town of Alnwick in England. This town 
is dedicating the first memorial to its 
women and their work in the present 
war. The memorial will be a maternity 
home, and will cost $40,000. 


AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS 


Net All at Golgotha Approved the Crucifixion 


THE noon-day sun beat down upon a 
motley crowd. Several groups had been 
attracted to the hill beyond the city by 
the spectacle of a triple crucifixion. 
There were the seekers after excite- 
ment, who attended all executions. 
There was the rabble of the city, who 
cheered the hero and mocked the un- 


fortunate. On the edge of the crowd, 


their heads carefully shrouded in their 
cloaks, were some of those of lesser au- 
thority who had helped to bring the 
Nazarene to this end. Several Roman 
soldiers walked restlessly about, while 
others sat idly on the ground. And 
here and there, aloof, yet mingling 
slightly with the crowds, that they 
might not call undue attention to them- 
selves, were friends of the Crucified. 


_A little knot of women wailed softly 


into the folds of their garments. 
Two of the figures upon the elevation 
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gave utterance to their pain in an- 
guished cries, but the central One was 
silent. 

The stranger made his way slowly to 
a point where he could see clearly. He 
studied the silent Figure intently. 
“°oTis Hel” he whispered to himself. 
“Tis He whom I have sought. But 
why the cross? What hath He done?” 
He spoke the last aloud, and the man 
beside him turned and gazed question- 
ingly at him. 

Then, recognizing a feeling akin to 
his own, he said, “Art thou also a friend 
of Him on yonder cross?” 

The stranger bent his head. “A 
friend?” He spoke with sudden fire. 
“Yea, and more. I worship Him, for 
He hath made me whole—me—hope- 
less, despairing—a miserable leper.” 
The man drew back sharply. “Nay, do 
not shrink from me. He hath touched 
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me with His hand and made me clean. 
No more am I compelled to live in lone- 
liness.” A moment later he asked, 
“And thou?” 

“I have come from Bethsaida,” re- 
plied the man. “I believe thee, for I was 
blind until He healed me. When He 
came to the town, my friends took me 

- to Him and He restored my sight.” The 
speaker paused as others pressed closer 
upon them. “Come, let us move aside.” 

The two withdrew slowly, then 
stopped on the fringe of the crowd as 
mocking voices called out, “Let Him 
come down from the cross! He saved 
others, Himself He cannot save!” 

The Leper - who- was-cleansed 
shivered. “I wonder they do not fear,” 
he said. “There was a holiness about 
Him —.” 

“They fear no one.” The other spoke 
bitterly. “It is but a holiday for them.” 

“But what hath He done? I made 
inquiry in the city. None seemed to 
know.” 

“He hath done nothing. There are 
those who hated Him because He 
showed their hypocrisy. And others 
feared His power. They planned His 
arrest and trial.” 

“When was He tried?” 

“They say by night and secretly. He 
must have been before the Roman gov- 
ernor, for soldiers are carrying out the 
judgment. Look! That is the High 
Priest’s servant, Malchus, coming to- 

, ward us.” 
A tall man was approaching. Before 


he reached the place where they stood, 


a bent, gray figure stopped him and 
called in a bewildered tone, “Sir, canst 
tell me why they crucify the Nazarene? 
What evil hath He done? I saw Him 
only heal and bless.” 

Malchus turned upon him eyes that 
wore a haunted look. He searched the 
wrinkled countenance, then spoke 


thoughtfully. “The Nazarene is not as - 


other men,” he said. “All great men 
have their enemies. And this One, I 
tell thee, is a great Man.” His hand 
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went up to his ear. “He healed my ear 
when it was cut off by one of His fol- 
lowers. But perchance thou knowest 
Him?” 

The old man’s quavering tones came 
dreamily. “I knew Him once. My hand 
was withered. How I hated the Phar- 
isees when they called me before Him! 
I was angered when He said, ‘Stretch 
forth thine hand!’ And then I looked 
into His face—I stretched out my hand 
—and it was whole!” Slowly he ex- 
tended the hand and looked at it won- 
deringly. 

Malchus hurried on, “’Tis said He 
healed many. I cannot go back to the 
high priest. I must try to learn more 
of Him.” He left the old man, who 
stood gazing at his hand. At last he 
shook his head and wandered away, 
losing himself in the multitude. 

“You see?” said the Man-of-Beth- 
saida. “They all feel it.” At that in- 
stant he was jostled by a hurrying fig- 
ure, as a newcomer pushed his way 
forward. The figure hesitated, and 
piercing eyes flashed over the two men. 
A young man, richly appareled, ad- 
dressed them. 

“What is this?” he cried. “Who is 
responsible for this evil deed? Speak! 
I command thee!” 

“Hush!” The Man-of-Bethsaida 
spoke warningly. “The soldiers will 
have thee if thou dost not beware. They 
will not stand any mutterings this day, 
for well they know themselves to be 
in the wrong. Thou canst do nothing 
now. The judgment has been passed. 
Hast thou also known the Nazarene?” 

“Known Him? I never saw Him, but 
He healed me by His word when I lay 
sick unto death at Capernaum. It was 
my father who told me of Him, and I 
have come seeking Him—only to find 
this! How can they crucify Him? He is 
the Christ!” 

The Leper-who-was-cleansed took 
the young man’s arm. “Come, friend, 
calm thyself,’ he said soothingly. 

(Continued on page 19) 


WELFARE EMERGENCIES 


Individuals' Troubles Described as Types in 


Character and Treatment 


By CLARENCE E. KRUMBHOLZ, Welfare Sec'y, 


National Lutheran Council 


THERE is a popular program on the air which has as its slogan, “Better things 
for better living—through chemistry.” In contrast to this, Lutheran Welfare might 
announce as its motto: “Abundant living for ali\people—through Christ.” This 
is the object of the social ministry of the church. 


@ Mrs. Johnson is in a quandary. Her 
husband is in the military service. Her 
two boys—9 and 11 years old—miss 
their father and are a little too much 
for their mother. She has taken a war 
job in a factory. Her high wages, along 
with her husband’s allotment, will 
make it possible for the Johnsons, when 
the war is over, to buy the house which 
they have always wanted. But plans are 
not working out. The boys are on the 
streets too much while mother is away 
from home, and there are disquieting 
reports of minor delinquencies in which 
they have been involved. And then 
word comes that Mr. Johnson is re- 
ported missing. Life becomes very com- 
plicated for Mrs. Johnson. She turns 
to her pastor for counsel, and in help- 
ing her he wisely uses the Lutheran 
welfare agency to solve the many prob- 
lems Mrs. Johnson faces. 

@ The war has brought to Alice noth- 
ing but tragic interference with her 
hopes. She loved not wisely, but too 
well. Now, with her fiance far from 
home, she faces the prospect of mother- 
hood. She has hastened to the camp 
where Jim was in training, only to find 
that he has been ordered overseas. She 
is helpless and alone, and in despera- 
tion seeks a large city near the camp. 
She is only one of a large number of 
girls in similar straits. The hospitals 
are filled, homes for unwed mothers are 
not available. There was no Lutheran 
social agency. Alice’s child is still-born 
and life’s dreams end in tragedy. 


10 


@ Corporal Meyer is back home—dis- 
charged from the service unfit for mil- 
itary duty. He had been in action 
somewhere in the Pacific, and the rigors 
of war had been too much for him. His 
mother and his young wife seemed un- 
able to understand him—so changed 
was he from the quiet, model young 
man who went away two short years 
ago. He could not seem to take up life 
again in his small community. He was 
easily irritated and withdrew from the 
companionship of others. Even his lit- 
tle son, of whom he had been very 
proud, did not interest him. 


Christian Service Necessary 

Lutheran welfare workers have for 
years dealt with just such human prob- 
lems as those indicated above. Wartime 
only brings an increase in the number 
of people with problems. In treating 
these human needs much care and skill 
have always been necessary; but there 
are many areas in which the church 
has not established welfare agencies. 
Pastors situated in these communities 
are feeling the need of a church agency 
and are appealing to the Welfare Divi- 
sion of the National Lutheran Council 
for help to establish permanent agencies 
which will meet pressing needs. The 
main function of such agencies today 
is not material relief but human serv- 
ice. The problems of returning vet- 
erans and their families, readjustment 
to civilian life, and the rebuilding of 
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the home, the reclamation of children 
from delinquency, the meeting of pres- 
sures of living in new and overcrowded 
communities—all have their effect upon 
the lives of people and call for skilled 
Christian service on the part of trained 
workers and pastors. 


Welfare Agencies Established 

The Welfare Emergency Fund in Lu- 
theran World Action helps to provide 
the Welfare Division of the National 
Lutheran Council with funds necessary 
to assist new agencies to get started. 
The staff of the Welfare Division makes 
a careful study of an area to determine 
the services which are not being ren- 
dered or are not available to our Lu- 
theran people. Careful blueprints are 
drawn as a framework for the new 
agency, in consultation with local pas- 
tors and church officials. The new 
agency is then set up on an all-Lu- 
theran basis which draws into co- 
operative effort the representatives of 
National Lutheran Council churches. 
All this takes time and study so that a 
sure foundation is laid for a continuing 
permanent organization which is 
planned to meet the human needs not 
only in wartimes but in the long future. 

The West Coast is particularly stra- 
tegic at this time for the organization 
of new Lutheran agencies. In the Serv- 
ice Centers for military personnel, peo- 
ple of all synods have learned to work 
‘together. As new needs for a social 
ministry have arisen and challenged the 
pastors, urgent appeals have come to 
the Welfare Division for help in estab- 
lishing welfare agencies which can pro- 
vide needed service. In the State of 
Washington a state-wide agency with 
headquarters has already been organ- 
ized, and in various large centers in 
California staff members of the Welfare 
Division have been guiding the pastors 
in the organization of church agencies 
which will meet approved standards of 
social service in the community. 

In other parts of the country, agen- 
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cies already existing are being encour- 
aged to strengthen their services, par- 
ticularly to families, and to provide in- 
formational and other helpful services 
to veterans as they return home. 


"When They Come Home” 

The Welfare Emergency Fund has 
also helped to make possible the prep- 
aration and circulation of three pam- 
phlets in a series entitled, “When They 
Come Home.” These pamphlets have 
been sent to every pastor in the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council. They have 
been much in demand also among non- 
Lutherans and‘non-church agencies. 
They gave suggestions to pastors and 
local congregational committees re- 
garding the reception, treatment and 
care of the returning service men and 
war workers. 

The Welfare Division is also charged 
with the development, through emer- 
gency funds, of a service to hospitalized 
veterans. It is proposed, as soon as 
possible, to secure a consultant on hos- 
pital ministry to organize a Lutheran 
chaplaincy service for the veterans’ 
hospitals scattered throughout the 
country. Some of this service will be 
performed by institutional pastors con- 
nected with welfare agencies. In other 
instances individual pastors will be 
called upon for service. A part of our 
program will be to contact the families 
of the men who will be hospitalized for 
a longer or shorter period. The extent 
of this service will not be known until 
a complete study is made of the needs. 


Lack of Trained Workers 

In all of this emergency work, as 
well as in the regular supply of welfare 
services, our Church is severely handi- 
capped by the lack of trained, com- 
petent workers. It has been necessary, 
therefore, for the Division of Welfare 
to establish a Recruitment and Place- 
ment Service with a full-time worker. 
A vigorous effort is being made to en- 

(Continued on page 13) 


A Look at the Records — 


Facts and Deductions Involving that Greatest of 
Miracles, the Resurrection of Jesus 


THE amount of space given in the New Testament to the Resurrection of Jesus 
is startlingly small. St. Matthew has one chapter, or more accurately a part of 
the last, the twenty-eighth of,his Gospel. The record of St. Mark concludes with 
an account of the emptiness of the tomb in which the body of Jesus had been 
laid, and superimposes the announcement of posi*resurrection appearances. 


Luke’s final chapter starts with the 
communication by “angels” relative to 
the powerlessness of the grave to con- 
tain Him, and cites contacts and con- 
versations by which our Lord demon- 
strated the reality of His conquest of 
death. Luke puts into a single sentence 
the ultimate objective of all that Jesus 
suffered, said and did—‘that repent- 
ance and remission of sins should be 
preached in His name among all na- 
tions, beginning at Jerusalem.” 


One Day's Happenings 

John’s Gospel gives what one might 
call the successive happenings of that 
First Day of the week after the Cru- 
cifixion. He records the fact of the 
emptied sepulcher and follows with his 
description of the amazement of de- 
vout women and the apostles at the 
disappearance of the body that they 
knew had been sepulchered on the pre- 
vious Friday. Some quite personal in- 
cidents are then added, evidently to 
provide information about the demon- 


strations by Jesus of the fact of His - 


victory over death. John, by way of 
recognizing and satisfying eagerness to 
know more about the risen Lord, states, 
“Many other signs truly did Jesus in 
the presence of His disciples,” and then 
declares the objective of His narration: 
“But these are written that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through His name.” 
Christianity as a religion commands 
respectful description by secular his- 
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torians and by cyclopedists; but as far 
as our reference library has volumes, 
the topic Resurrection is not dealt with. 
Knowing that this act of the Lord was 
the climax of His mission, and that the 
resurrection is basic to the “way of 
life” which our religion prescribes and 
which believers seek to follow, we 
might expect to find the event treated 
at great length. Had a new island thrust 
itself into visibility out of the deep; 
had research proved the existence and 
provided employment for a hitherto un- 
known—and therefore unused—form of 
energy; had the cure of some ravaging 
disease been found, thus rewarding the 
patient research of scientists; our his- 
tories and cyclopedias would have as- 
signed columns of copy to their record 
of the event. But here was a victory 
over death and the grave; a testa- 
mentary assignment of the inheritance 
of eternal life, which is not dealt with 
at all, or only as a subtitle under Chris- 
tianity or/ Eschatology, or Book of the 
Dead. | 


In, but Not of, the World 


And even St. Paul, who determined 
at Corinth “to know nothing among 
you except Jesus Christ and Him cru- 
cified,” does not seek in any systematic 
way to put apprehension of that Sun- 
day morning event into the history of 
Jews and Gentiles. Fenced in by the 
quality of sacredness, the resurrection 
is refused a part in secular history. 

One cannot explain the silence of sec- 
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ular historians by charging their omis- 
sion of the resurrection to the lack of 
evidence. What is lacking on their part 
is capacity to recognize as the proofs 
His post-resurrection acts. 

Nor did the evangelists feel con- 
strained to prove that their Lord had 
truly triumphed over sin, death, and 
the grave; that is, over evil and its cor- 
' rupting influence. They did not feel 
called upon to commit their convic- 
tions to writing immediately after the 
miracle’s occurrence. At least a score 
of years passed during which the be- 
lievers bore witness to the deity and 
humanity of their Lord, and clinched 
their allegiance to Him by citing His 
resurrection. Small but numerous com- 
munities of Christians were formed in 
as many places as had trade or cultural 
relations with the nations of that day. 


An Event in the Kingdom 


The fact is that the resurrection does 
not belong to the realm of secular af- 
fairs. It is a manifestation to which the 
human, that is, the earthly nature of 
Jesus, supplied an essential part, but 
full participation in the attributes of 
the divine nature was also involved. To 
discern its nature and connections re- 
quires the faith whose possession en- 
ables the believer to receive those gifts 
of grace which are not of the world but 
of the regime which is signified by the 
title, “the Kingdom of God.” 

It is well in these days that the 
Church should remember that the 
terms sacred and secular are of deep 
significance. The first generation of 
Christians did not undertake to prove 
to the world that Jesus had conquered 
death; an unbeliever could not appre- 
hend the greatest of earthly miracles 
because he lacked the gifts of grace 
which are required. On the other hand, 
they who have faith discern an inner 
testimony, a spiritual witnessing by 
which they know it to be true that He 
is risen, and thereby all believers are 
heirs of eternal life. 
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GOOD FRIDAY 


By MARY H. BEVERLEY 


ONCE again this dreadful story— 
Dark it is as starless night; 
Somber as the heart of Pilate, 
Who had feared to do the right. 


Soidiers stumbling from Golgotha— 
They who pierced the Holy One; 

They who thought this awful business 
But the end of duty done. 


How they cringe in sudden horror! 
Hiding trembling blood-stained hands; 
Fleeing from a nameless terror, 
Where the Cross forever stands. 


Had they only looked behind them, 

On the cruel Cross above 

They would see their dying Saviour 

Gazing down with deathless love. 
Washington, D. C. 


Welfare Emergencies 
(Continued from page 11) 

list the interest of high school and col- 
lege students to prepare themselves for 
full-time service in the social ministry 
of the church. Pamphlets have been 
issued for the high s-hool and college 
students to inform them of the oppor- 
tunities and the types of service needed. 
Additional pamphlets are being pre- 
pared to advise the church of the chal- 
lenging opportunities in this ministry 
of Christian love. Interested college 
graduates and seminary students are 
being counseled and helped to prepare 
for this social ministry. Summer schools 
and Bible camps will be provided with 
speakers this coming summer. Student 
pastors and faculty members are being 
made aware of the need for trained 
workers and of the continuance of the 
need for an indefinite period. 

To help people to the abundant life 
through Christ is a part of the great 
evangelism of love. It is the arm of Lu- 
theran World Action extended into the 
highways and byways of human need. 
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MUSINGS OF 


A MINISTER‘’S 


WIFE 


LET’S CHANGE THE SUBJECT—The Lathrops Go Calling 


“Wat a perfect day! I’m so glad I 
decided to come along.” I leaned back 
against the cushions of the car. 

“And so am I. These calls in the 
country are always more fun when you 
come along.” 

“Don’t encourage me, or I may turn 
into one of the minister’s wives who 
always go along with their husbands.” 

“You wouldn’t be fishing for compli- 
ments, would you? The Kerlin family 
will be as glad to see you as they are 
to see me.” 

As we turned in at the Kerlin drive, 
a tractor waddled determinedly across 
a field beyond the barn. 

“Isn’t Esther driving that thing?” I 
asked. 

“She most certainly is. I knew she 
had many accomplishments; but I didn’t 
know driving a tractor was one of 
them.” 

We parked the car, spoke to the dog 
that bounded out to meet us, dodged a 
couple of cats that wove themselves 
around our feet, and rapped on the 
door. 

“Pastor Lathrop!” Mrs. Kerlin ex- 
claimed, her pink cheeks pinker and 
her bright eyes brighter than usual. 
She put up her hand to tidy her already 


tidy grey hair. “And Mrs. Lathrop! I 


heard Shep out here, and I thought we 
must be getting visitors. Come right 
in and I’ll get the coffee heating.” My 
husband and I uttered the usual con- 
ventional protests as she led us down 
the hall to the family sitting room. But 
she knew, and we knew, that the coffee 
pot would go on the stove, the cake 
would come out of the pantry and the 
amenities would be observed. 

In the sitting room we found Mr. 
Kerlin with his foot on a hassock. 

“Well,” exclaimed Jerry. “Here you 
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are! I thought there was something 
wrong when we hadn’t seen you in 
church lately. What happened?” 

“Sprained my foot the other night. - 
Started-out to the barn in the dark to 
look after some of the animals and — 
missed my footing as I stepped off the 
back porch. Wound up with the women 
having to look after me and the an- 
imals.” 

As Jerry and I expressed our sym- 
pathy, I thought for a minute that - 
Mrs. Kerlin looked uncomfortable. She 
said nothing, however, but went to the 
porch to call Esther. _ - 

“She'll be in in a minute,” she re- — 
ported. “That girl does more work than © 
two, three men.” 

“Now, Mother, don’t exaggerate,” 
smiled her husband. “She’s doing the 
work of two since George is in the 
Pacific and I’m in the house.” 

“Do you mean that you really haven’t 
anyone running things but your daugh- 
ter?” asked Jerry. Te 

“That’s just what we mean,” agreed 
our host. “Oh, I won’t be laid up long; 
and later on we’re getting some of these 
girls from the city to do some of the 
harvesting. But regular help you simply 
can’t get.” 

Before’ he could say more about the 
labor shortage, Esther had come in. 

“Why didn’t someone tell me we 
were having important callers? I’d have 
scooted in the other door and put on a 
skirt. Every time I get myself up to 
look like the hired man we haven’t got, 
someone catches me!” 

“You look cute as a magazine cover 
in that outfit,” I assured her. 

“Well, it’s comfortable—and no more 
disreputable, really, than the campus 
togs we wore at State.” 

“I thought it was a teacher training 
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course you were taking at State,” said 


JEInyan 

“It was. But I’m not,” she smiled. 
“With George away and dad beginning 
to do queer things like spraining his 
feet in the dark, you see—! All right, 
Mother. I’ll behave myself.” 

We chatted about various things, the 
kind of crops being planted in the 


' neighborhood, the state of the war, the 


prospect of making peace stick this 
time. 

“Thing I don’t see,” said Mr. Kerlin, 
“is how we’re going to have all this eco- 
nomic co-operation without a whole lot 
more regimentation. I, for one, have 
had enough of it. Once the war is over, 
farmers will want to plant the stuff 
they can find a market for—not what 
they’re told to plant so they won’t com- 
pete with some other country that 
wants a market. I’m sick of people 
telling me to do this and do that.” 

“He means mother and me!” laughed 
his daughter. “We have him where we 
want him, haven’t we, Mother? But 
listen, Dad, if someone came along and 
said, ‘If all the farmers plant wheat, 
there’s going to be a surplus of wheat 
and shortage of other things. Here are 
other things the world needs. Won’t 
you plant them, instead?’ You’d sprain 
your other foot getting a pen to sign on 
the dotted*line. You know you would.” 

“If they ask me! Don’t tell me!” 

“And then you’d do your share—just 
to find that a lot of people who won’t 
co-operate unless you make them, have 
disregarded the request. And your lit- 
tle contribution to improving things is 
wasted. Would you like that?” 

“Twist things any way you like, I 
still don’t want to be told what to do. 
Isn’t that what George is fighting for?” 

“Not the way I see it. To me the 
victory ought to give the people of the 
world a chance to appoint people to 
make rules for the world that would be 
fair for all nations and races. Then it 
would be up to all the people of the 
world to see that all the people of the 
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world obeyed the rules.” 

“Sounds good on paper. Might as well 
join a collective, in practice.” 

We seemed to be getting in on a 
familiar family argument. Jerry caught 
my eye, and I rose to thank our hostess 
for her hospitality. 

“Take good care of yourself,” said 
Jerry to Mr. Kerlin. “We’ll be seeing 
you in church before long, I hope. If 
you can’t come to communion Thurs- 
day evening or Easter Day, perhaps 
Esther can bring her mother.” 

“Oh, didn’t the folks tell you?” 
Esther looked from one of her parents 
to the other. “I’ve taken a Sunday 
school class and a Children of the 
Church group at the mission at John- 
son’s Corners. And mother and dad are 
attending church there.” 

“That’s right,” said Mr. Kerlin, in 
some confusion. “We were going to ask 
for our letters at Easter, but I wasn’t 
able to get out anyhow, so we thought 
we'd wait till the next communion. We 
were sure you’d understand. It’s nearer, 
you know, and we do like that young 
man very much.” 

“Of course I understand. I can’t say 
that we’re overjoyed to see you go, be- 
cause we like having you come in to 
Bordenville when you can. But per- 
haps you can get to the Corners oftener 
than you could get to town.” 

Their relief was almost embarrassing. 
We lingered over our good-bys long 
enough for the atmosphere to return to 
normal. 

As we turned onto the highway, I 
looked at Jerry. “What do you sup- 
pose makes people feel that to ask for 
a letter is a sort of affront to the min- 
ister whose church they are leaving?” 

“That I wouldn’t know. But you’d be 
surprised how often I run into people 
who seem to think of it that way. Makes 
you feel a little like a rejected suitor.” 

“Oh, is that so? And how do you 
know how a rejected suitor feels?” 

“Who,” demanded my husband, 
“brought up this subject?” 
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NOW 1S THE TIME 


Missionary Sadler's Report of Opening Door in Liberia 


“THE whole region is open to the Gos- 
pel.” This is the word brought back to 
us by the Rev. Wesley L. Sadler, re- 
cently returned from Liberia. It takes 
time for a primitive region to reach this 
open attitude toward a great change. 
The Christian faith does produce a 
great change. Strange superstitions 
which bind people to crude, hard ways 
of living, cannot stand with the Chris- 
tian faith. Those who learn to know 
Christ have a sense of a cleansing from 


A patient goes into the operating room 
for "cut palaver" 


within which impels them to change 
many outward things expressive of 
their new life in Him. It is hard to 


make this change against the stern and. 


solid position of a tribe or a clan. “But 
now,” says Wesley Sadler, “the whole 
Buzi country in the interior beyond 
Zorzor is open to the Gospel. They 
are ready for it.” 

And Wesley Sadler knows. He has 
been there. “I have visited the vil- 
lages,’ he says. “I have talked with 
the paramount chiefs.” Not only he, 
but others of our missionary group in 
Liberia, have joined with him in similar 
excursions into the interior. Others 
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By FRED J. FIEDLER, Secretary, 
Board of Foreign Missions 


agree with him in a serious and urgent 
request for more missionaries to go in 
and occupy the interior villages where 
the people are ready for the Gospel. 

Here and there, some adventurous 
soul has dared to follow the Truth 
which he has found in Christ. He has 
dared to make a break with age-old 
customs founded upon fear bred of 
ignorance, itself a tool of Satan to keep 
men bound in darkness. Here and 
there, a village has enjoyed the enlight- 
ening effects of a missionary school and 
church, and medical center, and the 
chief of another town‘has seen the good 
which has come because the servants 
of God add to their desire for the sal- 
vation of souls, the desire to minister 
also to every part of human life. 

“Now is our time,” continued Pastor 
Sadler, “to make a big step forward in 
the evangelization of the interior vil- 
lages. We must get their language. We 
must live among them, not in a far-off 
town, but right in the midst of them. 
Liberia is opening up to the world in 
these modern days. It has’ attracted 
much attention as a stopping place for 
the transportation of war goods and 
personnel; All this points to increased 
efforts in) our missionary work.” 


Secretary Moll on Way to Liberia 

A secretary of the Board of Foreign 
Missions, Dr. Edwin Moll, is now on his 
way to Liberia for a visitation of our 
Mission. Problems.need to be faced in 
the field. Policies must be framed for 
the pursuit of an effective strategy in 
the movement of Christian forces for 
evangelization. Interviews with gov- 
ernment officials bring better under- 
standing. The establishment of the in- 
digenous church is our goal. All studies, 
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(Left) Mr. Harold 
Vv. Whetstone, 
Waynesboro, Pa., 
called for work 
in China when 
mission work is 
reopened there 


(Right) Chaplain Voigt M. 
Sink, Lexington, N. C., 
who has volunteered for 
overseas missions after 


honorable discharge from 
U.S. Army 


surveys, and consultations are aimed 
at this most desirable accompaniment. 


New Missionaries 

Other phases of the work of the 
Board of Foreign Missions exhibit 
sound achievement and encouraging 
advance. Two new missionaries were 
voted upon at the recent meeting of 
the Board. One is called for service in 
‘China, and he will begin his prepara- 
tion with a study of Chinese culture 
and the learning of the Chinese lan- 
guage here in America. The other mis- 
sionary voted upon is now a chaplain 
in the United States Army; and he has 
been placed on the list of acceptable 
candidates, looking to his being called 
upon his release from the army after 
the war. 


Needs of the Mission Fields 


The Argentina Mission has been di- 
rected to formulate a constitution for a 
church to be organized on the field. 
This will bring another of our missions 
into the number of those which have 
developed into an indigenous church. 
The need in the Argentine for more 
workers has been felt, and not only 
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new missionaries are being called, but 
a school is to be established for the 
training of Argentines for various kinds 
of work in the church, especially in the 
evangelistic field. 

In India it is evident that new per- 
sonnel is sadly needed to re- 
place both men and women 
who are reaching the age of 
retirement, or who, because 
of illness or family situations, 
are not able to return to the 
field. Andhra Christian Col- 
lege asks for an ordained man 
who can teach in the science 
department. Six other men 
are needed to replenish the 
regular staff of missionaries. 
The list of women mission- 
aries who are needed for va- 
rious types of work, including nurses 
and doctors, reaches the number six- 
teen. 

Of great strategic importance in 
China is the sending of a man into 
Chungking to take part in the work of 
a Lutheran Seminary recently opened 
there. This seminary has been opened 
by the combined efforts of the Augus- 
tana and the Norwegian Lutheran 
churches in America, who have invited 
the United Lutheran Church to join 
with them. 

Having one of our cwn men in Free 
China now will also insure our having 
an experienced man ready for the time 
when the war is over, and our former 
mission field is open again for our mis- 
sionaries. The Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions is keenly aware of the needs and 
the prospects, and is losing no oppor- 
tunity to prepare for an aggressive for- 
ward movement when the way is 
opened. 


Dr. Daniel Nelson, representing Lu- 
theran World Action in Free China, re- 
ports that problems of relief require 
major attention. Transfer of men, 
women and children to India from or- 
phaned China fields is in process. 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


HOLY WEEK 

Read Hebrews 9:16-28 and Matthew 27: 
45-50; 28:1-6. 

“HoLINEss” means apartness, and it 
means the apart life—separated from 
“the world” and dedicated to God. The 
animal in ancient sacrifices was elected 
from the choicest, purest, of its kind. 
When thus separated, it was referred to 
as “dedicated,” “holy unto the Lord.” 
To such apartness, in fuller meaning, 
we are invited—in a “holy week” of 
special services—to meditate on God’s 
redeeming love, to offer our expressions 
of love and self-denial, and to reded- 
icate ourselves to the saving work of 
“the Lamb of God that takes away the 
sin of the world.” 


Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to 
enter into the holy place by the blood of 
Jesus ... let us draw near with a true 
heart in fulness of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience. Hebrews 
10:19, 22. 

Tue Hoty Puace. A cross is nothing 
unique. We each have to bear ours, of 
one make and weight or another. Mil- 
lions of human beings endure kindred 
miseries. Millions, likewise, emerge 
from them as from some magic pool, 
purer and stronger. But the blood-bath 
of Jesus is different. Its cleansing goes 


deeper than water washing or providen- 


tial testing. By it “our hearts, sprin- 
kled from an evil conscience,” contact 
the life-flow from the heart-beats of 
the Saviour and with faith’s attuneness 
pulsate with the love of the divine 
Cross-Bearer. Holy Week invites us not 
only into “the holy place” of worship 
but into the inner sanctuary with our 
atoning High Priest—admitted by the 
blood-token from Calvary’s altar. 


God will provide himself the lamb. 


Genesis 22:8. 


—By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


Tue Lamp or Gop. When the faith of 
Abraham was tested by the strange 
suggestion that he offer his only son in 
sacrifice to Jehovah—as some worship- 
ers offered human sacrifices to false 
gods—the shadows deepened as he built 
the altar, bound his beloved Isaac, and > 
lifted the knife to slay him. But his 
hand was stayed, and an angel showed 
him a ram in a thicket nearby to be 
offered as a substitute. As the trusting 
patriarch had said amidst his gloom, 
“God will provide Himself the lamb,” 
so is provision assured for every need. 
His Lamb is the all-sufficient Saviour. 
On Mount Calvary—the same place 
where tradition claims the ram saved 
the would-be human = sacrifice—the 
divine Son of Abraham’s lineage was 
sacrificed. “Jehovah-jireh! . .. In the 
mount of Jehovah it shall be provided!” 


And he said unto them, This is my blood 
of the new covenant, which is poured out 
for many. Mark 14:24. 

Tue Buioop Covenant. “God is for 
us—that is good; God is with us—that 
is better; God is in us—that is best.” 
Immanuel, “God with us,” becomes, as 
St. Paul said, “Christ in you, the hope 
of glory.” Blood-brothers in the Orient 
may be made such by blood transfusion. 
Jesus offers the closest union with Him- 
self through “the cup” in which He 
gives His “blood to drink” in the Holy 
Communion. It is “the new covenant 
in my blood,” He says. It is unto life— 
as imparted by the Spirit and received 
by faith. 


Thou wast slain, and didst purchase unto 
God with thy blood men of every tribe, 
and tongue, and people, and nation. Rev- 
elation 5:9. 

Tue Divine RepEEMER. The wealth of 
the Indies was gained by bloodshed. 
By blood will it be regained. But more: 
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priceless than all lands and their riches 
are human life and liberty. For these 
the crusaders of freedom go forth to the 
supreme sacrifice. In the van of the 
hosts of redemption is He Who laid 
down His life that with His priceless 
blood He might “purchase unto God” 
immortal souls of all tribes and nations. 
In His accounting, God looks not for 
medals, degrees, bars and stars, but for 
sears. In the’ war of all wars, in the 
continuing spiritual conflict, the sac- 
rificial life triumphs and the blood of 
the martyrs mingles with His in the 
victories of God’s Kingdom. 


It is raised a spiritual body. I Corin- 
thians 15:44. 

THE REsurREcTION. Holy Week would 
end in the gloom of the crucifixion did 
not the blackness of Golgotha bring out 
in subtle antithesis that which as a 
“Good Friday” becomes the earnest of 
the Easter sunrise. The shroud is ex- 
changed for the garment of glory; the 
grave becomes the gateway to Paradise; 
death is swallowed up in victory. “An 
angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven, and came and rolled away the 
stone and sat upon it,” while the cru- 
cified Jesus arose triumphant in a glor- 
ified body. “Why weepest thou?” asks 
the Lord of life to the sorrowing Mary 
and all sad souls. Rather rejoice—for 
“thy Lord Himself hath risen that thou 
mightest also rise, and departing leave 
behind thee thy old life, an empty 
tomb”! 


“Lorp Jesus, when we stand afar 
And gaze upon Thy holy cross, 
In love of Thee and scorn of self, 
O may we count the world as loss. 


“When we behold Thy bleeding wounds— 
And the rough way that Thou hast trod, 
Make us to hate the load of sin 
That lay so heavy on our God. 


“Give us an ever-living faith 
To gaze beyond the things we see; 
And in the mystery of Thy death 
Draw us and all men unto Thee.” Amen. 
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At the Foot of the Cross 


(Continued from page 9) 

At that moment the earth began to 
tremble. The mob, a moment before a 
jeering, mocking rabble, now became 
a fearful, shrieking mass of humanity, 
terrified by forces they could not com- 
prehend. 

The little group of three stood rooted 
to the spot. The Leper-who-was- 
cleansed tightened his hold upon the 
young nobleman’s arm. His face was 
uplifted toward the Figure on the cen- 
tral cross. A luminous cloud seemed 
to hover over that Figure amidst the 
darkness. Upon the upturned counte- 
nance there grew a look of wonder 
which suddenly became adoration. 

Gradually the quaking ceased. The 
crowd dwindled until only a few re- 
mained with the Roman soldiers. 

A sound roused the three. The bent 
little man hurried toward them as fast 
as he was able. 

“Didst see?” he quavered eagerly. 
“Didst see? He is the Christ! He is the 
Son of God!” 

The young nobleman wrenched his 
arm free and started forward in horror. 
“And they have crucified Him!” he 
shuddered. 

Gently the Man-of-Bethsaida drew 
him back and motioned to the cross. 
The young man stared at the drooping 
Figure. “Too late! I came too late!” 
And burying his face in his cloak, he 
wept. 

Then slowly, as one waking from a 
deep dream, the Leper-who-was- 
cleansed began to speak, and his voice 
became more compelling with each 
word. “They have crucified Him, but 
He shall yet live to confound them. I 
have seen it. Dry your tears, I say, for 
Christ shall live again!” The others 
stared in wonder at his face, alight with 
an unearthly brightness, as he turned 
to the pathetically anxious figure of the 
old man, and said reassuringly, “Friend, 
we, too, believe.” 
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eross the Dosh 


Prruaps the quotation, “These are the 
times that try men’s souls,” is so ancient 
and hackneyed as to require an apology 
for using it. If so, consider thé’ require- 
ment recognized and the apology of- 
fered. There is no replacement for the 
thought the words declare, and least 
of all in connection with sermons. The 
pulpit’s relation to people requires 
clergymen to have regard for the state 
of mind in which their parishioners 
gather for their Lord’s Day devotions. 
If the pulpit’s discourses are to be such 
that the adjective “edifying” can be ap- 
plied to them, some thought for the 
mood of the hearers will demand con- 
sideration. Jesus said the Sabbath was 
made for man, and surely Sunday ser- 
mons should not lack accord with the 
place and people concerned. 

There is a general principle which 
has title to a priority in these uncer- 
tain times. A phase of it lies in the 
word once used in connection with the 
church building, namely, “sanctuary.” 
Its significance is easily indicated. It is 
derived from the Latin adjective Sanc- 
tus, which means holy, and therefore 
sacred. It has a place among architec- 
tural terms, where it means the por- 
tion of the building in which the altar 
is placed, the area at whose railing and 


step the penitent believer kneels for 


confession and absolution or for receiv- 


ing the Sacrament of the Altar. While © 


one realizes that it can be a place for 
the proclamation of the wrath of God, 
such is not its primary privilege. We 
think of the sanctuary most often in 
connection with divine grace. It is this 
interpretation that explains the priv- 
ilege which was once allowed the 
church by the state. During the Mid- 
dle Ages, a criminal could gain protec- 
tion from both private and civil punish- 
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ment by “taking sanctuary” within the 
church. 

Doubtless the privilege was abused 
by both the guilty fugitives from jus- 
tice and by the ecclesiastical institu- 
tions who granted protection. In any 
event, the privilege and practice have 
been withdrawn. Recently there were 
rumors that Vatican City might be the 
“sanctuary” for Mussolini, and the pos- 
sibility was published that small neu- 
tral countries like Switzerland and Por- 
tugal might harbor persons under in- 
dictment for war guilt. 

But the extinction of such privileges 
has not annulled the idea of sanctuary 
nor taken from our assembling for wor- 
ship an implication of refuge from the 
world. Pious people gain the same re- 
lief from the cares of this world by 
coming with their brethren that re- 
warded the early Christians who gath- 
ered in obscure and hidden places. The 
refuge thus gained is the logical result 
of the promised presence of our Lord, 
who said, “Wherever two or three are 
gathered together in my name, I am in 
the midst of them.” To an extent ap- 
proached only in family devotions is 
there this sense of refuge. 

It is an/obvious deduction that this 
feeling of sanctuary must not be dis- 
turbed by lowering the plane of the 
believer’s devotions to the level of 
worldly affairs. It is the Kingdom of 
God which is in our midst that is lo- 
calized and apprehended. The min- 
ister’s greatest privilege may consist in 
intensifying the consciousness of the 
Master’s presence and that of the breth- 
ren. Said a layman, “I do not desire my 
pastor to supply me with a supplement 
to my daily paper, nor to provide me 
with paragraphs to be used in connec- 
tion with some political debate.” 
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CAVEAT EMPTOR 


SEVERAL years ago there was an 
article in one of this hemisphere’s 
widely read magazines of which the 
title was Caveat Emptor—“Let the 
Buyer Beware.” The argument pre- 
sented did not relate to horse trading 
as set forth in the book, “David Harum,” 
nor did it offer an alibi for commodities 
for which a temporary market had been 
obtained by overlaudation of their 
qualities and uses. It dealt with the 
cost to individuals and communities of 
certain “fads and fancies’—some of 
them political and others proposing 
quack remedies for economic ills. 


The observation of Jesus in St. Luke’s 
gospel about counting the cost ap- 
proaches from a different angle the 
same idea. The man about to build is 
advised to sit down and figure the ex- 
pense involved, in order to be sure his 
resources are sufficient for completion 
of the undertaking. Caveat Emptor is a 
legal phrase. Jesus’ teaching is an item 
in a code of contented living. 

Either approach signifies what in 
business might be called an audit, first 
of the resources available to a buyer; 
second, the values of the proposed pur- 
chase; and third, the character of the 
owner or ownership of the contem- 
plated purchase. We must learn—some- 
times by sad experience—that “wishful 
thinking” is often deceptive. We wish 
for what we cannot have. Covetousness 
is a major form of sinning. It began in 
the Garden of Eden. We still have it. 
One error in many plans professed by 


church folks involves degrees of in- . 


ability to release what one may prop- 
erly desire. 

The actual worth of what one gets is 
a second item in our search for posses- 
sions. A recent movie, “You Can’t Take 
It With You,” hits at property which 
when gained pains the one who has 
acquired it and produces quarrels 
among his heirs. The child who played 
at catching flies was badly stung when 
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he ignorantly grabbed a wasp. 

But a third kind of undertaking is 
that in which an individual, or a group, 
comes into possession of what it cannot 
maintain and control. One of the very 
injurious enterprises of the 1920’s was 
the placement of heavy mortgages upon 
congregations in order to build costly 
church buildings. The projectors of 
those adventures in finance sometimes 
moved into a parish less burdened in 
meeting interest payments, but some 
pastor with some patient, though often 
discouraged, church council must worry 
about keeping ahead of the sheriff. 


First Things First 

The Church as a whole will be wise 
to proceed cautiously this year and 
during the next decade. The world has 
brought a lot of burdens upon itself, 
when systems of human relations were 
adopted that required a world war to 
expose and correct their fallacies. Next, 
a weight of woe has accumulated of 
which the more visible phases are basic 
human ills—hunger, thirst, and cold. 
Next will come the physical demands 
to rebuild houses, factories, roads and 
institutions. Beyond doubt, the Church 
will be asked to reconstruct what ruth- 
less war has destroyed. 

Two principles are entitled to con- 
sideration in responding to the calls for 
restoration. One of these is the cost in 
money or the equivalent of money. The 
Church must not promise more than it 
can gather. 

Also the Church must frankly, con- 
stantly, and kindly insist upon main- 
taining priority for its first function, 
which is the winning of men and 
women to faith in Jesus Christ. To re- 
build temples and cathedrals for any 
other purpose than their value in bear- 
ing witness to the way of salvation, is - 
to exchange a lesser and temporal mo- 
tivation for the spiritual and eternal 
commission held by the Church under 
divine authority and blessing. “First 
things first” is an obligation, 
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Christianity is Weakening in Japan 


Escaped Theological Student Describes Current Conditions 


By RICHARD T. BAKER 
Copyright, 1945, by Religious News Service 


Chungking (By Airmail).—An_ inside 
view of Christianity in Japan Was given 
this week in Chungking by a Korean 
theological student who was forced to vol- 
unteer for the Japanese army last year, 
served a few months, and then escaped 
one night last July from a Central China 
camp, and made his way to this city, seat 
of the Korean Provisional Government. 

Christianity in Japan, he believes, is a 
much weaker force today than it was in 
1941. Christian membership has fallen off 
as much as two-thirds, he says, and church 
attendance is about a fifth of the pre-war 
average. 

The twenty-eight-year-old student, who 
was in his third year in theology at the 
Nippon Theological College in Tokyo, 
named three reasons for the waning of 
Christian influence in Japan. For one 
thing, the new Japan Christian Associa- 
tion, which was inspired by the govern- 
ment to “unite” the churches, spends so 
much effort flattering the state and its 
wishes that it is no longer a spiritual force, 
and many real Christians stay away from 
church to protest. 

Second, it is no longer popular to be a 
Christian. The faith carries a stigma of 
being foreign, and the nationalist enthu- 
siasm has weaned away persons of weak 
faith. “Christians are no longer respected 
by the general public,” he said. Third, 
people are too busy to go to church. Sun- 
day is a work day, and while Christians 
in Japan may have time off for attending 
services, few take it. Pastors also must 
perform their national labor service. 

Christians have been a nucleus of crit- 
icism against the state, this former Jap- 
anese soldier declared. The famous Chris- 
tian leader, Toyohiko Kagawa, who had 
been doing social work since 1941, was 
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thrown into jail in October 1943 for his 
generally liberal social criticism and op- 
position to the war. “I was a close friend 
of Kagawa and heard him say many times 
that the war was making Japan poorer, 
that our militarists were leading us to 
national disaster,” the young soldier told. 

Kighty-three leaders of the Holiness 
Church are in jail, and also many Seventh 
Day Adventists. Both these sects remained 
highly critical of the government and re- 
fused to compromise an inch of their faith. 
Both refused to enter the union of all 
Christian bodies in Japan, and both have 
been disbanded, their leaders jailed, their 
publications confiscated. Their second ad- 
vent and millenarian tenets aroused gov- 
ernment hostility because they defied the 
traditions of the immortal mikado. 

Roman Catholics have shown the least 
decline of Christian bodies in Japan. There 
are still Italian and German fathers serv- 
ing as missionaries. Their seminaries are 
open, and their priests being trained, with- 
out conscription taking them. Japan has 
kept relations with the Vatican, and has 
not insisted that Catholics enter the Japan 
Christian Church. 

While the general attitude is moving to- 
ward a Japanized Christianity, there has 


' been no coercing of the faith in Japan as 


there has been in Korea. A layman named 
Sato, whom everybody recognizes as a 
goverfiment agent, has formed a new sect 
radically combining Christian and Shinto 
beliefs, making Jesus another embodiment 
of Amaderasu Omikami, the national God. 
The sect has become popular and is win- 
ning supporters, although it is considered 
unorthodox and is opposed by the Japan 
Christian Church. What Sato has carried 
to an extreme is typical of the whole tone 
of nationalized Christianity in Japan to- 
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day, the young Korean patriot declared. 

All non-Catholic theological seminaries 
have been closed, and their students con- 
scripted. All Christian publications are 
censored, although they are still issued. 
There has been no tampering with the 
Bible as in Korea, where the Old Testa- 
ment was made to conform to Korean clas- 
sics rather than true Hebrew history. A 
new translation of the Old Testament is 
now being made by a committee in Japan 
to match the recently revised Japanese 
New Testament. The young theological 
student considered these revisions “good 
and absolutely true to historical Chris- 
tianity and Judaism.” Christians are free 
to observe their festivals. Sunday is a 
workday, but Christians can have time off 
for mass and services. 

The Japanese clergy have been hit hard 
by the war. They have been forced to take 
on other duties outside their churches. A 
third have been dispatched overseas as 
“missionaries,” many have been arrested 
and conscripted if they are of army age. 
“The remaining pastors are all over forty- 
five years of age,” he said. 

The escaped soldier reached Chungking 
late in January after harassing experiences 
which nearly cost him his life. He was 
born in Pyengyang district in Korea, the 
son of a Korean Presbyterian pastor. 
Brought up in missionary middle schools 
he had gone to Tokyo for theological 
training. A confirmed Korean revolution- 
ary, he was one of 300,000 Korean stu- 
dents who were forced into the Japanese 
army in 1944 in order to quell possible 
revolts among them. His parents were in- 
terned in Korea and forced by the army 
to sign volunteering order for their son in 
Tokyo. He enlisted, therefore, and had 
served in China. He deserted by quitting 
his camp near Suchow, hiding out in grain- 
fields during the day, walking by night, 
and finally surrendered himself to Chinese 
guerrillas. They took him to a camp for 
Korean deserters and refugees, and he 
walked for seventy-two days to Chung- 
king with a group of forty. 

The young man still expects to enter the 
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A Morning Hymn 


Sun of my life, All-glorious Lord, 

Be now and evermore adored! 

Into the opening of this day 

Bring grace, and love, and peace, I pray. 


Make clear my path, that I may see 
Where I must walk to be with Thee 
And listen alway for Thy voice: 

So I may make Thy Way my choice. 


Into each purpose set Thy will, 

And for each labor give me skill: 
That shirking naught I may have zest 
Ever to strive to do my best. 


Give help for doing every task; 

Nor let me fail of Thee to ask 

For grace in speech, for love in deed, 
From wrongful actions to be freed. 


Give wisdom for each test, I pray; 
Courage to speak the right alway; 
Strength all temptation to resist: 
With gentle heart let me blest. 


Inspire me to do some deed 

For others’ good; to help in need; 
To rescue and to lead from shame; 
To bless with comfort in Thy Name. 


So may I fellowship with Thee, 
Enabled by Thy grace to be 

A little less unworthy, Lord, 

Of Thee, my Friend, my Holy God. 


At eventide then I will raise 

A grateful song, and heart of praise; 

And worship Thee, God’s Own Dear Son, 

With Father and the Spirit One. Amen. 
—P. Z. S. 


ministry. “There is hope for a revival of 
Christianity in Japan and Korea after the 
war,” he said, “but it is conditioned on the 
defeat of Japan and the independence of 
Korea.” He thought that there would be 
many persons in Japan who would wel-" 
come foreign missionaries once again, al-: 
though soldiers would not be welcome, 
nor would Japanese soldiers probably ever 
forgive their enemy combatants, 
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THEY DO NOT WALK ALONE 


By RUTH CURBY, Publicity Secretary, 


Service Commission, National Lutheran Council 


Tue telegram was marked Norfolk, Va. 
It was addressed to the Service Commis- 
sion of the National Lutheran Council, 
Minneapolis, and read, “Please rush 6,000 
Service Prayer Books and 6,000 Army- 
Navy Service Books.” 

Five days later the requested books were 
sailing as a part of the vital supplies with 
a transport of Yanks bound for the Euro- 
pean fronts. And a Lutheran chaplain was 
writing a grateful letter to the Service 
Commission because he had received the 
books in time to make the ship. 

@ Somewhere behind the front line, in a 
lull in the battle, a service man appears 
in the doorway of the chaplain’s tent. His 
problem is homesickness—but what is 
worse, a feeling that he has been forgotten 
—he hasn’t had mail from home for weeks. 
The chaplain lets him talk, get it off his 
mind, and before the soldier slips away, 
the chaplain hands him a little folder. 
The soldier doesn’t open it until he gets 
back to his own tent—reading matter is 
{Features of the Service Commission’s min- 


istry to the armed forces through religious sup- 
plies, for which $100,000 was spent in 1944.] 
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something to be cherished in leisure mo- 
ments—but he sees the title, “I Need Not 
Walk Alone.” And then, on his makeshift 
bunk, he reads, “. . . So many dear, fa- 
miliar things I leave behind. .. . And yet, 
I do not walk alone into a strange and 
distant world. . . . The smile of courage - 
on my mother’s face is with me still... . 
My church remembers, too. High on a 
service flag I see a star, for me... . And 
in this moment there is born within my 
heart the sure, clear knowledge that even 
in uttermost parts God walks with me, 
all the way. ...I have just said good-by 
to many things I love ... and yet I do not 
walk alone. Thank God I need not walk 
alone.” 


@ Tossing on the cot of a field hospital, 
not too far removed from the lines but 
what he can still hear the drum of battle, 
lies a lad, awaiting amputation of his 
wounded leg. He is trying to forget the 
pain, and the fear of a greater pain to 
come. As he turns to wind his watch again 
the soldier sees that the chaplain is due, 
and even then he hears the chaplain’s step, 
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as he comes into the room. Today the 
soldier is doubly glad to see his friend, for 
the chaplain brings him the long-awaited 
Hospital Prayer Book. And the wounded 
soldier is able to take new heart as he 
opens the. booklet and reads, “The King 
of Love my shepherd is... .” 

@ In a station hospital, farther behind the 
lines, a nurse is serving. In the midst of 
the tragedy she must daily witness, she 
has need for a greater strength than her 
own. Nightly she finds comfort in her 
Daily Devotional booklet, furnished by 
her Lutheran Church through the Service 
Commission. She has discovered added 
strength to carry on the next day’s end- 
less tasks when she makes use of her De- 
votional and Testament. 

These are the stories that filter back in 
letters to the Service Commission office, 
which last year distributed, through its 
chaplains and service pastors, 4,240,000 
tracts and devotionals. In addition, 188,500 
Service Prayer Books and 125,000 Army- 
Navy Service Books were sent out, as well 
as a host of other religious material. 

A standing order from San Francisco, 
port of embarkation for the Pacific theaters 
of war, calls for 10,000 each of the Service 
Prayer Book and the Army-Navy Service 
Book, plus 75,000 religious folders and 
pamphlets, monthly. This supply goes to a 
base in the far Pacific, where it is par- 
celled out to chaplains for distribution to 
service men in the whole Pacific area. 

One of the most popular items which 
the Service Commission office distributes 
is the Pocket Calendar, which contains a 
brief prayer on one side. Folders and 
pamphlets which vie closely for pop- 
ularity with service men are the Lord’s 
Prayer, My Faith, Release from Worry, 
Ready for Battle?, I Need Not Walk Alone, 
and Arrow Prayers. The Daily Devotional 
booklet is most treasured by service women 
and nurses. 

When there is no Lutheran or Protestant 
chaplain or service pastor in a certain 
area, the Lutheran boys there receive let- 
ters and literature directly from the Serv- 
ice Commission office. At Christmas time, 
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15,000 such Lutheran boys received special 
Christmas letters. Direct contact through 
letters is also maintained with 7,198 serv- 
ice women and nurses, and 1,013 Lutheran 
doctors and dentists in service. 

Sending out and supplying religious lit- 
erature to Lutherans in service is only one 
phase of the Service Commission’s work. 
Through the ministry of chaplains both 
here and abroad and through seventy-five 
Service Centers and Parish Centers, the 
Lutheran Church, acting in the Service 
Commission, is marching with her men. 


Used Clothing Appeal 


(Continued from page 2) 
the only clothing drive for overseas war 
relief this spring. The campaign slogan is: 
“What can you spare that they can wear?” 

Dan A. West, executive director of the 
campaign, declared that clothing collection 
committees in every community are count- 
ing on full support by all churches and 
every other responsible and representa- 
tive group, including schools, colleges, civic 
and service clubs, fraternal and women’s 
organizations, farm groups and youth 
groups. 

“The success of this urgent humanitarian 
undertaking,” West declared, “depends on 
whole-hearted co-operation in every lo- 
cality. Neither this nor any other nation- 
wide campaign which seeks to fire the in- 
terest of every man, woman, and child, 
can succeed without such help.” 

Ministers of all Protestant denomina- 
tions are asked to include the clothing ap- 
peal in their sermons, church bulletins, 
and radio broadcasts throughout April. 
Leaders of all church organizations, such 
as women’s auxiliaries, young people’s 
unions and leagues, mission study groups, 
and Bible classes are asked to enlist the 
interest of all members and to see that 
effective group co-operation in the cloth- 
ing drive is planned and carried through. 

Moving stories on the need for overseas 
clothing and factual material for use-by 
local clergymen and church group leaders 
may be obtained in quantity from local 
clothing campaign committees. 
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Youngstown Church Aims to 


Cancel Indebtedness 


Youngstown, Ohio. After a long period 
of struggle St. Luke’s Church has begun 
a program to free the congregation of a 
large debt, the result of the financial de- 
pression of the early thirties. The beau- 
tiful Gothic church was erected in 1925 ata 
cost of $250,000, and though there were 
pledges to cover the entire cost, the en- 
suing years left the congregation with a 
debt in excess of $50,000. 

By personal sacrifice on the part of 
members of this church and the earnest 
leadership of the pastors the interest pay- 
ments were promptly met and the prin- 
cipal was gradually reduced until in 1944 
it stood at approximately $40,000. 

At the beginning of 1945 a debt reduc- 
tion goal of $10,000 was set, and at the 
opening of the drive at a dinner February 
21 about one-third of the congregation 
pledged $8,380. More than 200 families 
were still to be heard from. With the en- 
thusiasm resulting from the opening meet- 
ing and the prospect of a 50 percent ex- 
cess over the goal, the congregation has 
set its aim for a debt-free church for their 
fiftieth anniversary in 1949. St. Luke’s 
congregation has approximately 500 com- 
muning members. The former pastor, un- 
der whom the church was built, was the 
late Rev. W. J. Kratz. Since 1937 the pas- 
tor has been the Rev. Maynard A. Stull. 


Trinity Church, Sioux City, 
Free of Debt 


In January Trinity Church of Sioux City, 
Iowa, held a mortgage-burning service 
which marked the first time that the 
church had been completely free of in- 
debtedness in its nearly sixty years of his- 
tory. This mortgage-burning climaxed a 
final drive for the liquidation of $28,000 
indebtedness, which was raised within the 
past eighteen months. The president of 
the church council and four members, each 
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of forty-five years’ membership in the 
church, participated in the ceremony. 

W. A. Voss, D.D., is pastor of Trinity 
Church. Trinity has a confirmed mem- 
bership of 2,244 members and property 
valued at $150,000. Since the payment of 
the debt, a fund known as “The Greater 
Trinity Fund” has been set up with a con- 
siderable amount already in hand. It is 
hoped that at the conclusion of the war 
sufficient funds may be on hand to erect 
a Sunday school unit and parish hall. 


The Year 1944 in Zion 
Church, Frackville 


THE year 1944 witnessed the largest sin- 
gle offering in any Sunday school session 
during the pastorate of the Rev. W. L. 
Gallenkamp. February 20, 1944, 371 were 
present in the Sunday school and the of- 
fering was $3,688. In the twenty-two-year 
pastorate offerings in the school have 
amounted to $110,000, or about $100 per 
Sunday. When Zion started to have “sac- 
rifice Sundays” in January 1923, many 
thought it could not hold out more than a 
year; but despite losses in membership, 
due to the exodus from the coal regions, 
depressions, and the fact that 164 out of a - 
membership of 420 are in the country’s 
service, the zeal for the work of the Lord 
has persisted. 

During the year the debt of the con- 
gregation was liquidated; apportionment 
was paid; the quota for 1944 World Action 


. was more than paid, and in November the 


1945 quota for this purpose was raised. 

For the twenty-second year a daily va- 
cation Bible school and weekday Bible in- 
struction were conducted; for the tenth 
consecutive year a teacher training school 
was held; and with the loss of all men from 
the choir to enter the armed services, Zion 
adopted three-part singing for the two 
volunteer choirs; and for the first time 
Pastor Gallenkamp had to relinquish work 
on account of illness. He is again at the 
helm and carrying on his parish duties 
with his usual energy. 
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Father and Son Ordination 


Parental Succession Features Ordination 
in United Synod of New York 


By HENRY W. SNYDER 


Mors than 700 persons attended the serv- 
ice of ordination for nine young ministers 
of the United Synod of New York at St. 
Peter’s Church, New York City, Tuesday 
evening, February 27. 

The act of ordination was performed by 
the president of synod, Dr. F. R. Knubel. 

The Rev. Dr. Raymond C. Deitz of Hollis, 
Long Island, preached the sermon and 
participated in the ordination of his son, 
Charles E. Deitz, pastor of Christ Church, 
Germantown, N. Y. 

Three other fathers who helped ordain 
their sons are the Rev. John W. Mangum 
of Woodstock, Va., whose son, John M. 
Mangum, is assistant pastor of the Church 
of the Good Shepherd, Weehawken, N. J.; 
the Rev. Paul M. Young of Anniston, Ala., 
whose son, Paul M. Young, Jr., is pastor 
of St. Peter’s, Greenport, L. I., and the 
Church of the Advent, Mattituck, L. L; 
and the Rev. Dr. Calvin P. Swank of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., whose son, Paul R. Swank, 
has been called by the Board of American 


Missions to St. John’s Church, Troy, N. Y. 

The others ordained at this service were 
Waldemar G. Hintz, called by the Board 
of American Missions; David A. Jensen, 
pastor of Christ Church, Ghent, N. Y.; 
Leonard R. Klemann, pastor of St. John’s 
Church, Altamont, N. Y.; Walter R. Kopp, 
pastor of St. Mark’s Church, Hackensack, 
N. J.; and Walter R. Morten, Jr., chaplain 
in the United States Navy. 

Messrs. Deitz, Kopp, Swank, and Young 
are graduates of Gettysburg Seminary, and 
Messrs. Hintz, Jensen, Klemann, Mangum, 
and Morten of the Philadelphia Seminary. 

The clergymen participating in the serv- 
ice included President Knubel; the Rev. 
Dr. Paul C. White, secretary of the New 
York Synod; the Rev. Frederick Noeldeke, 
German secretary of the New York Synod; 
and the Rev. Dr. Russell F. Auman, pastor 
of St. Peter’s Church. 

In the sermon to the ordinands, Dr. Deitz 
described the historic symbolism of the 
laying on of hands, citing Rev. 1:17, in 
which John tells of “one like the Son of 
man” who “laid his right hand upon me.” 
Others who tell of the compulsion of the 
divine hand are Paul, Isaiah, and Ezekiel, 
and the psalmist, who writes, “Thou hast 
laid thy hand upon me!” 


PARTICIPANTS IN THE ORDINATION SERVICE IN NEW YORK: 

(L. to r.) Dr. Russell Auman, Walter R. Kopp, Rev. John W. Mangum, Rev. John M. Mangum, 
Rev. Fr. Noeldeke, Rev. Walter R. Morten, Jr., Dr. F. R. Knubel, Rev. Leonard R. Klemann, Dr. 
Paul C. White, Rev. David A. Jensen, Dr. Raymond C. Deitz, Rev. Charles E. Deitz, Dr. C. P. 
Swank, Rev. Paul R. Swank, Rev. Paul M. Young, and Rev. Paul M. Young, Jr. 
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Israel’s Dramatic History fy Nathan 2. Melhorn 


Adult Departments Return to Old Testament Times and Texts 
Sunday School Lesson for April 8, Proverbs 2: 1-9; Psalm 145 

Tue commission to whom selection of portions of Scripture for Sunday school study 
is assigned has learned by experience to divide the year’s Sundays into four groups, 
that is, quarters, and to alternate the sources between the Old and New Testaments. 
Neither the divisions nor the assignments are rigid, but the obligation toward recognizing 
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the whole Bible as the inspired Word of 
God is accepted. 

For the second quarter of the year 1945, 
a somewhat elastic general theme has been 
chosen, namely, “The Unfolding Drama of 
Bible History.” One must comment that a 
twelve-section analysis of the Hebrew 
story requires quite thick folds if it is to 
be complete. As a matter of fairness as 
well as of fact, the Lesson Commission has 
in mind the distribution of Bible studies 
over a group of six years, 1945 to 1950 in- 
clusive. Assuming a series of such ar- 
rangements of topics, one can see a fairly 
satisfactory coverage of the contents of the 
sacred books within a quarter of a cen- 
tury. 


Unwarranted Criticisms 

A fairly large proportion of the criticisms 
of Sunday school instruction originates in 
comparisons of the techniques of secular 
and church schools. Another percentage 
can be charged against Sunday school 
teachers who do not prepare themselves 
sufficiently to obtain and satisfy the inter- 
est of their pupils. We personally have 
great respect for the scheme of Bible les- 
sons which the interdenominational com- 
mission selects and for which our Parish 
and Church School Board provides attrac- 
tive “helps.” If used as directed over the 
devotions of a life time, “The Way” will 
be discerned and our pilgrimage will be 
guided. 

Our United Lutheran Church supports 
“priorities” for the great Festivals of the 
Church Year, substituting, if necessary, 
proper Biblical excerpts for Christmas, 
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Easter, Whitsunday and Reformation Sun- 
day. But no substitution was made this 
year: the Easter lesson (April 1) was titled 
“Author and Perfecter of Our Faith,” 
which is one of the functions of our Lord 
and His resurrection. 


Sole Source of Authority 

For April 8, which is the second Sunday 
of the quarter, the lesson subject is “The 
Book and the Faith.” Thus recognition is 
given the Bible as the reliable source of 
what we believe concerning the divine 
plan of redemption. For us Lutherans, 
whose history began with correction of 
false doctrines and practices and with the 
knowledge that neither popes nor general 
councils are infallible, there is a categorical » 
declaration of the true location of author- 
ity. To this our theological seminaries and 
the Constitution of our United Lutheran 
Church in America subscribes without res- 
ervations. It reads: “We believe, teach 
and confess that the only rule and stand- 


_ ard according to which at once all dogmas 


and teachers should be esteemed and 
judged are nothing else than the prophetic 
and apostolic Scriptures of the Old and 
of the New Testament, as it is written 
(Psalm 119: 105): ‘Thy Word is a lamp 
unto my feet, and a light unto my path,’ 
And St. Paul (Gal. 1: 8): ‘Though an angel 
from heaven preach any other Gospel unto 
you, let him be accursed.” (Formula of 
Concord, Epitome, paragraph one.) 
Supporting this position relative to the 
verity of the Bible, portions of the Second 
Chapter of Proverbs and of Psalm 145 are 
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cited for study, and complemented by ex- 
cerpts from Paul’s second Letter to the 
Corinthians (3: 1-8) and from the second 
of Peter’s epistles (1: 21). The quotation 
from Proverbs is in the style of the He- 
brew literature, that is, a source named 
WISDOM is given as an authoritative 
teacher. To an extent sufficient to jus- 
tify ascribing authorship to Solomon, the 
need “to know wisdom and instruction” is 
a primary acknowledgment. Youth are to 
be taught, and thus become the bene- 
ficiaries of the experience and learning of 
their elders. The attitude of Jesus and of 
the Holy Spirit toward the Old Testament 
provides the basis for the position given 
to the Law and the Prophets as Holy 
Scripture. No jot or tittle shall pass away 
unfulfilled, He taught. 

Direct recognition of the divine provi- 
sion and protection of truth as it is in the 
Bible is expressed in the 145th Psalm. A 
writer on this lesson points to the thir- 
teenth verse of the psalm as expressing the 
reason and reward of knowing one’s Bible. 
“Happy is the man,” one reads, “that find- 
eth wisdom and the man that getteth un- 
derstanding.” A verse of Psalm 119 is often 
recited: “Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto 
according to Thy Word.” 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
April 2-8 
M. Walking in the Law. Psalm 119:1-8. 
T. The Cleansing Word. Psalm 119:9-16. 
W. Understanding the Testimonies. Psalm 
119 733-40. 
Th. Loving the Precepts. Psalm 119:97-104. 
F. Light from the Word. Psalm 119:105-112. 
Sat. Wonderful Words of Life. Psalm 
119:129-136. 
S. Righteousness of the Commandments. 
Psalm 119:169-176. 


Dimensions 
By OTIS MOORE 


THE beam of the cross reaches high 
Bringing omnipotence nigh. 

The beam of the cross reaches low, 

To the needy and the foe. 

The beam of the cross reaches wide 
To all—for whom Christ died. 
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Twenty-fifth Anniversary 
of Dr. F. R. Wagner 


THE twenty-fifth anniversary of the pas- 
torate of Frederick R. Wagner, D.D., was 
appropriately celebrated by St. John’s 
Church, Martinsburg, W. Va., March 1, 

It was an occasion of good fellowship 
and congratulations from many sources. 
Mr. Guy H. McKee, president of the 
church council, presided, and greeted Pas- 
tor and Mrs. Wagner on behalf of the con- 
gregation.»The old church was filled to 
capacity. The Ladies’ Aid assisted the 
council in the program. 

The congratulations of the Maryland 
Synod were well presented by William A. 
Wade, D.D., a special friend of the pas- 
tor, and Carl Hiser, D.D., president of the 
local Ministerial Association, spoke for 
that body. Neighboring Lutheran pastors 
came to extend their good wishes and to 
share in the social fellowship of the 
evening. 

As a special surprise there was a family 
reunion—all but one of the “parsonage 
family” came from distant homes to make 
the occasion complete. 

Gifts were presented to the happy pas- 
tor and wife, including a billfold contain- 
ing new bank notes, which with other 
gifts, represented $25 for each year of 
service. 

During this pastorate, 852 were admitted 
to membership; 495 children were bap- 
tized; 487 marriages performed and 639 
funerals conducted. About half of the de- 
ceased were members of St. John’s Church, 
which is the largest Lutheran church in 
West Virginia. 

This is Dr. Wagner’s forty-fourth year 
in the ministry and his third pastorate. 
He was pastor of St. Paul’s Church, Frost- 
burg, Md., for nine years and of St. James 
Church, Huntingdon, Pa., for ten years. 

He was president of the Alleghany 
Synod when he led his synod’s delegation 
to the merger convention of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, two years 
before he became pastor at Martinsburg. 
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' of life are fl 


THE YOUNG PEOPLE 


WE SHALL RISE—I Corinthians 15 : 20-23 


“THe shade and gloom of life are fied, 
Since Resurrection Day; 

Henceforth in Christ are no more dead, 
The grave hath no more prey; 

In Christ we live, in Christ we sleep. 
In Christ we wake and rise; 

And the sad tears death makes us weep, 
He wipes from all our eyes.” 

The promise of the resurrection to all 
that mourn is, “And God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes.” Take away the 
fear of death and “The shade and gloom 
” The whole world knows 
the tragedy of death today. All of us know 
homes where young men have left, never 
to return. Death seems so final. Tears 
are so real. This Easter has a special 
message for a mourning world, a message 
of hope. 

Paul spoke of the risen Christ as “the 
first fruits of them that are asleep.” In 
another epistle, he uses the words “the 
firstborn of the dead.” The apostle John 
used these same words in his Revelation. 
Where there is a first, there are seconds. 
The Jews gave special significance to the 
first sheaf of grain harvested from their 
fields. That was dedicated to the Lord. It 
promised that many more sheaves would 


be reaped. Back in the yard at the old. 


home there was a currant bush. While 
the snow was still on the ground, father 
used to go to that bush to see the signs 
of swelling buds, the promise of spring. 
It was the first bush to show that new life 
was coming after the sleep of winter. “It 
won’t be long now,” he would say, when 
the buds showed large and ready to burst. 
So Paul said, as he looked into the empty 
tomb, “He that raised up the Lord Jesus 
shall raise us also with Jesus.” (II Corin- 
thians 4: 14.) 

The hope of eternal life for the Christian 


30 


hy fmos John Teaver 


is not in any logic or philosophy. Man * 
has always thought that he should be im- 
mortal; but he lacked all proof, all cer- 
tainty. The one assurance we have is in 
the resurrection of Christ. We expect to 
rise from the dead not through anything 
naturally in us. We are not like the seed, 
planted, in which there is life to grow. 
What is really eternal in us, Christ has 
placed there. Our hope of resurrection is 
entirely in His conquest over death. And 
that is proof enough. Faith insists that 
“because He lives, we shall live also.” 


Following Christ 

All the bitterest experiences of death, 
Christ has been through. No more cruel 
death could be devised than that of the 
cross. Jesus’ sufferings were magnified by 
the desertion of His friends and by the 
mockery of His enemies. So great was His 
sense of aloneness that he even felt that 
God had forsaken Him. He was innocent 
through it all, and there was no sense of 
sin by which He might confess that He 
deserved death. We sinners know that 
death came through sin. The best of us 
can feel that in suffering we receive the 
just fruit of our own sin. How different 
was the death of the perfect Son of Man! 

David sings of walking “through the val- 
ley of the shadow of death.” Where does 
he find courage for his journey? “Thou 
art with me,” was his faith. No grave is 
so tragic that He has not been through it. 
Near the house was a wooded glen in 2 
bit of woods. The little girl was afraid of 
that dark place, for a nurse’s lies had 
peopled it with goblins and witches. Her 
older sister took her out one day and left 
her near by in the sunshine while she ran 
into the glen singing at the top of her 
voice. Back and forth she moved in the 
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shadows, her voice steady and happy. Then 
she came out to take the child by the hand 
and together, unafraid, they went to play in 
the glen. So has Christ gone through the 
tomb for us. He has proved death not 
final. 

Paul could say, “For me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain.” Life before and after 
the grave was a continuous thing for him. 
He followed Christ through ‘life, and that 
means long journeys, with shipwrecks, and 
stonings, and the loss of his friends. When 
in prison he could write that though all 
others had left him, “The Lord was with 
me and gave me power.” So when the 
hour of his martyrdom came, he could still 
feel the invisible presence that had al- 
ways supported him. More than that, he 
could welcome death because then he 
would be forever with the Lord. 


Resurrection Now 

It is probable that Paul more often 
thought of spiritual resurrection than of 
the resurrection from what we call death. 
In Christ there is power for new life, life 
that follows the pattern of His life. The 
forgiveness that was found for us in the 
cross is not merely negative. The resur- 
rection does not end its promise with free- 
dom from death. Eternal life is a process 
that begins in us when we are born again. 
It fills the life so full of Christ that there 
is no room for sin. True, there will be 
times when sin will conquer us, when 
temptation will be too strong for us; but 
when we come to ourselves, we find Christ 
ready to forgive and ready to help us again 
in our war with sin. We may lose a battle, 
but with Christ we will win the war. 

John wrote, “We know that we have 
passed from death unto life because we 
love the brethren.” I John 3: 14, When we 
love our neighbors we live eternally, It is 
the kind of life that will rule heaven, It is 
the kind of life that Jesus lived, the kind 
of life that can never be imprisoned in a 
tomb. To live unselfishly for others for 
Jesus’ sake is the outgrowth of the con- 
quest of Christ over sin and death. Dr. 
L. P. Jacks called Christianity “a death- 
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conquering religion.” By faith we can 


share in that conquest. 
* * * * 
To Leavers: Topic date, April 8. Next 
topic, Heaven or Hell. 


Inter-Lutheran Council 


Tse Lutheran Council of the Portland 
area in Oregon, which had previously 
provided the basis for its organization by 
the adoption of a constitution, came into 
official existence Monday evening, Feb- 
ruary 26. This meeting took place at 
Augustana Lutheran Church of which the 
Rev. Philip Ellman is pastor. The meet- 
ing was presided over by the Rev. Ray- 
mond M. Olson, pastor of Central Lutheran 
Church, continuing in his capacity of tem- 
porary chairman. 

Seventeen Lutheran churches of the 
Portland area presented themselves as 
charter members at this meeting, including 
congregations of the Missouri Synod, the 
United Lutheran Church, the Norwegian 
Lutheran Church of America, the Augus- 
tana Synod, the Lutheran Free Church, 
the American Lutheran Church. The pro- 
vision for associate membership in the 
Council was used by the Portland Luther 
League Council, represented by Miss 
Leona Olson, its president, by the Rev. 
Leonard Kutz of the Lutheran Service 
Center, and the Rev. S. C. Siefkes of the 
National Lutheran Council defense area 
ministry in Vanport City. 

An executive committee was elected, 
with representatives of each participating 
synod, The membership of the committee 
is the Rev. Philip Ellman, Augustana 
Synod; the Rev. Walter Hellman, American 
Lutheran Church; the Rev. A. A. Schmidt, 
Missouri Synod; Mr. Theo. Opsund of the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church of America; 
Mr, Sig Kolden of the Lutheran Free 
Church; and Mr. Paul Shroeder of the 
United Lutheran Church, This committee 
will complete the organization of the 
Council with the election, from its mem- 
bership, of a president, vice-president, 
secretary, treasurer and statistician. 
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Social Security Act and 
Pensions 


Dear LuTHERAN: . 

So many inquiries come to the Pension 
Office relative to possible changes in the 
Federal Social Security Act, that I am 
writing this letter for general information. 

The situation can be summed up as fol- 
lows: According to the calendar of the 
House Committee on Ways and Means, 
163 bills have been introduced during this 
Congress and referred to this committee, 
50 of these bills relate to the Social Se- 
curity Code. 

Representative Dingell reintroduced in 
the House a bill similar to the one which 
he introduced in the last session of the 
Congress, a companion bill to the one in- 
troduced in the Senate by Senator Wagner. 
This is an omnibus bill which is referred 
to as the “Cradle to the Grave” bill. This 
bill covers such a wide range and has so 
many controversial phases to it that it is 
difficult to see how it could ever pass 
in its entirety. 

Representative Lynch has re-introduced 
his bill, which in effect would set up with- 
in the Social Security System a special 
system relating to employers of non-profit 
agencies. While this is a special purpose 
bill, and therefore avoids many of the 
controversial features of the Dingell bill, 
nevertheless it would undoubtedly arouse 
a good deal of opposition because of its 
setting up what would amount to in fact a 
special social security system within the 
existing system. 

Both the Dingell and the Lynch bills are 
designed to cover employees of non-profit 
agencies with the exemption previously 
embodied in such bills as follows: 

“Service performed by a duly ordained 
or duly commissioned or licensed minister 
of any church in the regular exercise of 
his ministry and service performed by reg- 
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ular members of religious orders in the 
exercise of duties assigned by such or- 
ders.” 

The Congress has before it matters of 
such vital importance to the nation, and 
in fact the world—matters relating to the 
war and post-war period—that there is 
little chance of—or opportunity for—any 
extensive restudy of Social Security Sys- 
tem during the year 1945. In fact, it is 
even possible that this Congress will not 
make any restudy of the system at all. 
This would mean that no major amend- 
ments would be adopted. Of course, I do 
not like to make predictions so far ahead, 
because the course of the war and the 
problems arising out of it will no doubt in 
the long run be the determining factors, 
and it is difficult to discount them. I am 
giving you the situation as it exists today 
as I see it. Harry Hopces. 


Not in Our Time? 


Dear Sirs: 

Couxp it be with religion as in a govern- 
ment: those who have a good religion (or 
government) take it for granted? 

Some of the denominations are making 
rapid and praiseworthy strides. While I 
do not agree with certain of my army 
friends that “ours is the only true religion,” 
I am perfectly willing to have them hold 
to this delusion. There are too many peo- 
ple in America who belong to no church 
to have any other view than absolute 
“Freedom of Religion.” But these men are 
fervent in their church unity. If we Lu- 
therans could once get together, that would 
be the greatest Protestant advance in cen- 
turies. 

Certain ministers in high places tell me, 
“Not in our time.” Then, “It is up to you, 
the laymen, to jolt complacency from a 
certain few who are not ‘joiners.’” 

If that be the case, how then? Per- 
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haps a good start could be made through 
the Luther League of America. Certainly 
we thousands of Lutheran service men 
would get a spiritual uplift from a sure 
knowledge of unity within our Church. 


We could then speak with a new pride of 
the accomplishments of the Lutheran 
churches of America. Who says, “Not in 
our time?” 

(S/Set) Harry L. Horrman. 


Rocky Vivi tain Wee, 


Synod’s President Called to Akron Pastorate 


OncE again this small synod is asked to 
give up one of its pastors to a large east- 
ern congregation—just when he has been 
here long enough to learn conditions and 
be valuable to synod. (“There ought to be 
a law a’gin it.”) This time it is our young 
president, the Rev. Albert H. Buhl, pastor 
of Epiphany Church, Denver, Colo., who 
has been called by Trinity Church, Akron, 
Ohio, to become assistant pastor to Dr. 
Fred C. Wiegman. He is just completing 
his first year as president of the Rocky 
Mountain Synod. 

Pastor Buhl came to Epiphany six and a 
half years ago when the new church was 
dedicated, and has done a masterful job 
in organizing and developing the congre- 
gation, and has been specially efficient 
with the young people. The confirmed 
membership is 192; communing 130. 

Sunday school attendance has increased 
60 percent over last year, benevolence was 
paid 130 percent, and the debt reduced by 
more than $2,500. Pastor Buhl expects to 
leave for Akron, with his family, about 
May 1. 


Synod's Meeting Changed 

Time for the meeting of synod has been 
changed. The Executive Committee at its 
last meeting, for valid reasons, set the time 
as April 24, 25, 26. The place is Boulder, 
Colo., the Rev. John F. Futchs pastor. Due 
to wartime restrictions several of the usual 
features will be omitted and the conven- 
tion will be streamlined as much as pos- 
sible. J. C. Hershey, D.D., of Fremont, 
Nebr., president of the Nebraska Synod, 
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By Otiver F. WEAVER 


has been asked to represent the United 
Lutheran Church. 


The new pastor at Trinidad, Colo., is 
now on the field. The Rev. John W. East- 
lack and family arrived there the last of 
February. He is now familiarizing himself 
with the field. He comes with Gettysburg 
and Western Seminary backgrounds. 


The Rev. Floyd Schwartz is now in 
charge of the newly combined Pueblo- 
Canon City Parish. He is a recent grad- 
uate of Western Theological Seminary and 
a son of the Casper, Wyo., congregation. 


The Rev. Dana H. Johnson, who has been 
field representative for the Board of Amer- 
ican Missions, will come to Denver the first 
part of April to serve as supply pastor at 
Messiah Church, which has been made va- 
cant by the resignation of the Rev. Charles 
A. Epple. Pastor Epple is to become a 
field supervisor of the Red Cross and will 
leave right after the Easter services. Mrs. 
Epple and the two children will live with 
her mother in Ohio. 


Casper, Wyo. Outstanding achievements 
of Grace Church, Charles S. Bream, D.D., 
pastor, include the purchase of war bonds ~ 
which will be applied on the indebtedness 
to the Board of American Missions, and 
the upward turn in Sunday school attend- 
ance, but Pastor Bream reports that they 
are in need of more teachers. Benev- 
olence apportionments were paid in full 
for the year 1944, showing a healthy spir- 
itual life in the congregation, 
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Wi lies Sap Warblings 


Debt Reductions, Anniversary Plans and Inner Mission Work 


Tue new year found the members of St. 
Mark’s, Nescopeck, rejoicing in the fact 
that the indebtedness of the church was 
paid in full. This means that this con- 
gregation has built and paid for two beau- 
tiful churches in one generation. A brief 
history of the congregation tells the story 
of fine co-operation on the part of the 
members and the seven pastors who have 
served the congregation. 

This congregation was organized in the 
fall of 1907 by thirty-nine members of St. 
John’s Church, Berwick, of whom twenty- 
seven are still living. The first church was 


‘ dedicated December 20, 1908, and an ad- 


dition to the church was dedicated Jan- 
uary 15, 1922. What seemed at the time 
a fatal blow happened on Christmas Eve, 
1925, when the church was destroyed by 
fire. During the following winter a frame 
building, which served as a worship cen- 
ter until the new church was completed, 
was erected entirely by volunteer labor. 
The new church, of brick construction, was 
built almost entirely of volunteer labor 
and was dedicated on Easter 1929. 

Although presently valued at $60,000, at 
the time of construction the total cost to 
the congregation was only $36,000, of which 
$18,000 was a debt obligation. A great 
deal of credit goes to the excellent lead- 
ership of the Rev. Earl S. Erb, now Sec- 
retary of Benevolence of the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania, who was pastor of the 
church at the time of building. Credit also 
must be given to the wholehearted co- 
operation of the men of the congregation 
who gave practically every leisure hour 
for three years to the work of building. 
The climax of the congregation’s drive to 
remove its indebtedness was reached dur- 
ing the last two years, when $7,400 was 
raised by the members. The Rev. Wilson 
H. Hartzell has been pastor of the con- 
gregation since January 1943. 
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By G. Epwarp Knapp 


Mortgages Burned 

February 11, Trinity Church, West 
Hazleton, J. J. Neudoerffer, D.D., pastor, 
held a mortgage-burning service in which 
every member present participated. In 
connection with the fifth anniversary of 
the dedication of the new church, De- 
cember 10, 1944, sufficient funds were re- 
ceived to cancel the debt which at the 
time of dedication amounted to $8,000. A 
feature of the mortgage-burning service 
was that a copy of the mortgage was cut 
into small pieces and each person was 
privileged to burn a piece. 


St. Paul’s, Beaver Meadow, has also 
joined the group of congregations which 
have recently freed themselves of debt. 
About two years ago renovations were 
made to the church at a cost of $3,300. 
The congregation has just recently paid 
off the final installment of this debt. The 
Rev. Walter H. Guigley is the pastor. 


Anniversary Plans 
Trinity Church, Bowmanstown, the Rev. 
Richard A. Beck pastor, plans to celebrate 
the fiftieth anniversary of its founding next 
fall. Some of the anniversary goals are: 
wiping out a twenty-year-old debt, se- 
curing fifty new members by Easter, in- 
creasing church attendance and com- 


' municant membership, and paying benev- 


olence and Lutheran World Action in full. 


In anticipation of the celebration of its 
100th anniversary later this year, St. 
Paul’s Church, Wilkes-Barre, has recently 
completed extensive interior redecorating, 
including the installation of new lighting 
fixtures. The Rev. Carl J. Schindler is 
pastor here. 


St. Paul’s, Carbondale, the Rev. Eugene 
O. Steigerwalt pastor, will celebrate its 
golden anniversary in 1946. An anniver- 
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sary goal is the liquidation of a congre- 
gational debt of $1,555 by January 1, 1946. 


Developing Inner Mission Interest 

In connection with his visitation of the 
churches of the Scranton area, G. H. 
Bechtold, D.D., executive secretary of the 
Board of Inner Missions of the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania, presided over a 
meeting of six pastors and thirty laymen 
and laywomen held at St. John’s Church, 
Scranton, February 25. Assisted by Miss 
Missoura Lausch, superintendent of the 
Lutheran Children’s Bureau at Philadel- 
phia, Dr. Bechtold presented the Inner 
Mission cause and made announcement of 
the newly developed system under which 
the pastors of the area are providing chap- 
lain service to the hospitals, county jail, 
juvenile court and other institutions. When 
a part-time worker of the Inner Mission 
Board undertakes her duties in this area 
in the near future, a permanent Inner 
Mission Committee for Scranton and vi- 
cinity will be organized to co-ordinate the 
plans and labors of the several congrega- 
tional Inner Mission committees. 


Group Conferences 

The Pre-Confirmation Rally of the 
Wilkes-Barre Area, under the auspices of 
the Wilkes-Barre Scranton Pastoral As- 
sociation, was held at Christ Church, 
Wilkes-Barre, March 16, at 7.45 P. M., 
with Dr. Emil Weber, pastor of Trinity 
Church, Pottsville, preaching the sermon. 
At its February 20 meeting this associa- 
tion was privileged to hear an inspiring 
and informative address on the present 
status of missions abroad by Fred J. 
Fiedler, D.D., newly appointed secretary 
of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
United Lutheran Church. 


The Mountain-top District Pre-Confir- 
mation Rally was held March 20 in Christ 
Church, Hazleton. The message was 
brought by the Rev. Earl F. Rahn, execu- 
tive secretary of the Board of Christian 
Education of the Ministerium of Pennsyl- 
vania. 
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Congregations 

St. John’s, Honesdale, the Rev. Albert F. 
Klepfer pastor, was recently presented 
with choir vestments by Mrs. Anna Well- 
enbrink. During the past two years this 
congregation has liquidated a debt of 
$7,750 and is now engaged in raising an 
expansion fund in anticipation of its 100th 
anniversary in May 1946. 


During the twenty-four years of its his- 
tory, Holy Trinity, Kingston, has grown 
from a church of 129 confirmed members 
to the sixth largest congregation in the 
Wilkes-Barre Conference on the basis of 
communicant membership. The present 
membership is: 952 baptized, 670 con- 
firmed, and 466 communing; 95 are in the 
service of their country. In 1944 this con- 
gregation met its Lutheran World Action 
quota in full, paid its apportioned benev- 
olence in full for the first time since 1929, 
and reduced its debt by $4,400. The Rev. 
David A. Menges is the pastor. 


Easter Morning Service 


Ar the most prominent portion of the 
most traveled street in Philadelphia, Pa., 
a huge banner arrests the attention of 
those who are on Broad Street. It an- 
nounces the Easter Sunrise Service which 
will be conducted by Dr. Ross Stover, pas- 
tor of Messiah Lutheran Church, at seven 
o’clock Easter morning, at Convention Hall 
in Philadelphia, a building with a seating 
capacity of 15,000. 

In preparation to place the crowd that 
will attend, 400 ushers have been ap- 
pointed. A choir of 300 voices will lead 
the singing. A 70-foot cross will be cov- 
ered with flowers which, following the 
service, will be distributed among the sick. 
Also symbolic of the Resurrection story 
will be a series of tableaus depicting the 
visits to the empty sepulcher. 

Dr. Stover held the first of these Easter 
morning services in 1935. He estimates that 
including and since that year 359,500 per- 
sons have made up the congregations for 
these impressive services. 
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Syracuse Laymen and Ministers Change Places 


Laymen of Syracuse exchanged places 
with their pastors February 11, as has 
been the custom for the past few years. 
At the Church of the Atonement, the Rev. 
John M. Joslyn pastor, Mr. Henry Curtis 
delivered the address and Messrs. Duane 
Klein and Harold Taylor assisted. 

At the First Church, Dr. Edward L. 
Keller pastor, Mr. William Wild was the 
speaker and Mr. Howard Kelsen was 
liturgist. 

At Mt. Tabor Church, Messrs. Harry 
Rothenhofer, John Heaton and Clarence 
Slifer assisted, and Pastor William Sched- 
ing, D.D., preached the sermon. 

At the Church of the Redeemer, Dr. 
F. C. Martin pastor, the service was in 
charge of Mr. Donald Ackerman, who also 
delivered the address. 

St. John and St. Peter Church, the Rev. 
Viggo Swenson pastor, the address was 
delivered by Mr. Arthur Kimman, and the 
service was in charge of Messrs, Albert J. 
Schmidt, William Flachsland, Jr., and 
George Lohman. 

Mr. Raymond Dohne spoke in St. Paul’s 
Church, the Rev, F. C, Ellerman pastor, 
and was assisted by Messrs. Robert Laf- 
ferty, Frederick Wiltse, Donald Miller and 
Ernest Ritter. 

In Zion Church, the Rev. Christian P. 
Jensen pastor, the address was delivered 
by Dr. H. C. Yeckel, who was assisted by 
Messrs. Albert Miller, Merle Pabst and 
William Yeckel, 


Chaplain Joslyn Returns to His Church 

February 1, the Rev. John M. Joslyn 
returned to the Church of the Atonement, 
Syracuse, which had been served during 
his chaplaincy by the Rev. John Hummon, 
the Rev. Dr. Harry Newcomer and the 
Rey. Arthur Schroeder. Pastor Joslyn was 
called into active service April 15, 1941, 
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and was assigned to the 37th Armored 
Regiment of the 4th Armored Division, 
which was activated at Pine Camp, N. Y. 
He was promoted to the rank of major in 
August 1942, when he became the As- 
sistant Division Chaplain, in which ca- 
pacity he served throughout the man- 
euvers in Tennessee and the California 
desert. In August 1943 he was assigned 
to the Anti-aircraft Artillery School at 
Camp Davis, N. C. Here as senior chap- 
lain he was co-ordinator of all religious 
work and services within the school. He 
was a member of the faculty and lectured 
daily to officer candidate students and of- 
ficer students on “Leadership,” “The 
Duties and Responsibilities of the Chap- 
lainey,” and “Graves Registration Service.” 
Pastor Joslyn was in charge of the school 
for chaplains’ assistants at the training 
center at Camp Davis and Fort Fisher. His 
course was adopted by the chief of chap- 
lains as the model course for chaplains’ 
assistants. He retired in January 1945, 
because of physical disabilities. 4 


The Lutheran Church Home at Clinton 

The annual meeting of the Lutheran 
Church Home for the Aged and Infirm of 
Central New York was held in the Church 
of the Redeemer, Utica, N. Y., the Rev. Dr. 
Arnold F. Keller pastor, February 12. Miss 
Amelia Bermon, who had retired after 
serving as matron of the Home for six- 
teen years, was honored with a cash pres- 
entation from the members of the board 
and friends. Miss Anna Brauchler of 
Greensburg, Pa., succeeds Miss Bermon. 

The Home has twenty-three persons in 
the family and has a sizable waiting list. 
With a look to the future the association 
took action to enlarge the Home as soon 
as materials and funds are available. There 
was reported a balance of $23,000 in all 
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funds. The budget for the current year 
is $12,000. A financial campaign to raise 
this sum was started in the Utica churches 
February 18. The following officers were 
elected: President, Mr. Martin J. Jensen; 


vice-president, Mr. Albert Germann; sec- 
retary, Mr. Edward Juergensen; financial 
secretary, Mr. Henry Zoekler; treasurer, 
Mr. Eugene Heiber; chaplain, the Rev. 
William C. Nolte. 


Fea csleccoths a | ee City 


Church Activities in Western New York 


By Howarp A. KuHNLE 


President William M. Horn and Supt. Edward 
G. Goetz of the Inner Mission Society 


Rocuester, N. Y.—The officers of the 
Inner Mission Society for the year 1945 are 
the Rev. William M. Horn (Peace), pres- 
ident; Arnold Kelpin (Trinity), vice-pres- 
ident; the Rev. Eugene L. Stowell (Resur- 
rection), secretary; and Arthur W. Sedler 
(Concordia), treasurer. The Rev. Ralph 
W. Loew, pastor of Holy Trinity Church, 
Buffalo, was scheduled as chief speaker at 
the annual meeting, but could not come 
due to a severe storm, and his place was 
taken by the superintendent of the So- 
ciety, the Rev. Edward G. Goetz. 


A successful series of services for the 
“Lenten Week of Prayer and Self-Denial 
for Missions” was held in various churches. 
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Chairman Hugo L. Dressler in conversation 
with Dr. Ernest Heyd 


The Lutheran Leadership Training 
School held its graduation service at Grace 
Church, February 25, with its pastor, the 
Rev. Edward J. Simpson, Jr., conducting 
the service. The Rev. William R. Fairman 
of St. Paul’s, Dansville, preached the ser- 
mon. The Rev. Erich O. Brandt of Im- 
manuel Church, Webster, president of the 
school, awarded the diplomas, and the Rev. 
William M. Horn of Peace Church, dean, 
awarded course cards. 


Pastors’ Institute 
A pastors’ institute, conducted by mem- 


bers of the faculty of the Philadelphia 
Seminary, for members of the Western and 
Central Conferences of the United Synod 
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of New York, was held at the Church of 
the Reformation, the Rev. Alfred L. Beck 
pastor, February 7 and 8. Members of the 
faculty participating were Dr. Luther D. 
Reed, president; Dr. Paul J. Hoh, pres- 
ident-elect; and the Rev. Charles M. 
Cooper, Ph.D., professor of Old Testa- 
ment. The institute—together with sim- 
ilar institutes in New York and Albany— 
was arranged by the synodical Board of 
Education. The local chairman was the 
Rev. Hugo L. Dressler, pastor of Atone- 
ment Church, Buffalo. Pastors who at- 
tended were well satisfied with the topics 
and discussion offered. A pre-Lenten com- 
munion service was also conducted by the 
Rev. Howard A. Kuhnle, president, and 
the Rev. Robert W. Stackel, secretary, of 
the Western Conference, at which Dr. Hoh 
was the preacher. 


Trinity Church, the Rev. Henry C. Erbes 
pastor, has inaugurated a fund to be used 
in post-war days by members of the con- 
gregation who are now in the service of 
the nation. Among other uses is the pos- 
sibility of loans or gifts to get a good 
start in civilian life again. 


Pastor Alfred L. Beck reports that Ref- 
ormation Church, Rochester, has made a 
pledge of $5,000 to the New York Synod 
for 1945, largest since pre-depression days. 
One of the means used in Reformation for 
promoting missions is an annual mission 
night, for the entire congregation. Mrs. 
Myra Scovel, a missionary to China for 
fourteen years, was the guest speaker. Mrs. 
Scovel, who returned to America with her 
husband on the exchange ship Gripsholm, 
spoke of her experiences in China, and 
told. of the possibilities for the Christian 
Church in that country when the war is 
over. Various congregational organizations 
had part in the program this year. 


Personal 

Pastor William Long Dowler reports that 
the altar of Redeemer Church has been 
set aside as a memorial for members of 
the Bethany Guild of the church. Pastor 
Dowler conducted a special dedicatory 
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service for this purpose, and the Guild ha 
paid the cost of the altar. 


M. Edwin Thomas, D.D., of Baltimor 
Md., secretary of the Board of Foreig 
Missions, was the speaker at the annué 
mission service of the Genesee Valley Dis 
trict Luther League, in Redeemer Churcl 
Dr. Thomas spoke on his recent tour c 
the mission fields in South America. 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, professor c 
Christian Education at the Philadelphi 
Seminary, spent a busy day in Rocheste 
February 28. He spoke at the noon civi 
Lenten service in the Baptist Temple; a 
4.00 P. M. at Colgate-Rochester Divinit; 
School; and at Redeemer Church in th 
evening, in the fine series of Lenten serv 
ices being held in the northwest. 


The Rev. Malcolm Shutters, returne 
missionary from China, now studying a 
Hartford, had four engagements in Roch. 
ester on February 4, with St. Paul’s; Im. 
manuel, Webster; St. John’s, Victor; an 
Reformation. 
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Progress Reported in Stewardship 
By H. Paut GERHARD 


IncrEASE in the stewardship of the churcl 
is evident in the fact that twenty-nin¢ 
congregations contributed or exceedec 
their minimum goals set by the appor- 
tioned benevolence, eleven congregation: 
having done so for the first time durins 
1944, 

Helping to boost the record of the Min- 
isterium of Pennsylvania and Adjacen 
States to an all-time high of more thar 
$400,000, were seventeen churches from 
the New Jersey Conference. For six o! 
them it was the first time: Beachwood 
Berlin; Epiphany, Camden; St. John’s 
Phillipsburg; Vineland; and West Collings- 
wood. 

Twelve congregations of the Central 
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Pennsylvania Synod contributed 100 per- 
cent or more to the stewardship program 
of the church, five having done so for the 
first time: Bridgeton, Palmyra, Runne- 
mede, Sea Isle City, and Grace Church, 
Trenton. 

The other congregations meeting their 
stewardship obligations again in 1944 are: 
_ Atlantic City, Barnegat City, Christ and 

Holy Trinity churches in Camden, Col- 
lingswood, Delaware Gardens, Friesburg, 
Haddonfield, Haddon Heights, Magnolia, 
Manasquan, Mt. Holly, Oaklyn, Grace and 
St. James churches in Phillipsburg, Stone 
Harbor, Our Saviour and St. Mark’s 
churches in Trenton. 


Guest Speakers to Groups 

Making his first appearance in New Jer- 
sey since his call to the office of executive 
secretary of the Luther League of Amer- 
ica the Rev. Joseph W. Frease addressed 
the Luther Leagues of South Jersey in 
their bi-monthly rally held in Our Sav- 
iour Church, Haddonfield, February 15. 
In the business session following Vespers 
Miss Betty Miller of Ascension, Haddon 
Heights, was re-elected president of the 
Federated Luther League of South Jersey. 


“The home is the chief religious educa- 
tional agency, and the church is the aux- 
iliary,” said the Rev. Dr. Earl S. Rudisill 
of the Parish and Church School Board in 
addressing the members of the Camden 
County Ministerial Association February 
12. The discussion on the Home and the 
Church was the feature of this quarterly 
meeting of the association held in Holy 
Trinity, Audubon, the Rev. Paul W. Kapp 
pastor. Presiding during the business ses- 
sion and the discussion was the Rev. Floyd 
A. Paules of Haddon Heights, president of 
the pastoral group. 


Coming from Washington, D. C., to con- 
duct a School of Missions in St. John’s, 
Westville, Miss Helene Harder, missionary 
on furlough from Japan, presented the for- 
eign mission work on three successive 
nights in January. A social hour climaxed 
the session on the closing evening. The 
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school was sponsored by the Young Wom- 
en’s Missionary Society headed by Miss 
Amelia Roemer. The Rev. Ralph I. Shockey 
is the pastor of St. John’s. Bethany 
Church, Gloucester, the Rev. Harold F. 
Muffley pastor, co-operated in the school. 


Telling the story of the Diaconate, Sister 
Louise Burroughs of the Philadelphia 
Motherhouse, was the speaker at Our Sav- 
iour Church, Haddonfield, for Luther 
League Night, February 4. During a so- 
cial hour after Vespers she presented the 
picture film on the work of the Diaconate. 
Sister Louise was a former member of 
Christ Church, Fairview, the Rev. George 
R. Deisher, Jr., pastor. 


Appointed LWA Director 

By a change of appointment, the director 
of Lutheran World Action for the New 
Jersey Conference of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania and Adjacent States is the 
Rev. Floyd A. Paules, pastor of Ascension, 
Haddon Heights. Other members of the 
committee are: Pastors E. E. Miller of 
Pleasantville, Harold F. Muffley of 
Gloucester, and Stover Crouthamel of 
Trenton. 


Less than six months after the first gen- 
eral appeal was made for funds for a pro- 
posed Home for Aged in New Jersey the 
treasurer of the fund, Mrs. Caroline Zipf 
of Barrington, reported more than $2,000 
in the fund. The appeal was presented to 
Lutherans in South Jersey last September. 


Austin, Texas. First Lutheran Church 
took another forward step recently by pur- 
chasing two large lots east of the church 
for $3,600. The entire frontage of the 
church property is now 400 feet, or an en- 
tire city block. The frontage on the ad- 
joining street to the east is 175 feet. The 
communing membership increased during 
the past year from 303 to 351; total ex- 
penditures for the past year were $17,300, 
and the indebtedness was reduced $7,100. 
The air-conditioning plant, which cost 
$5,000, is entirely paid for. The pastor is 
Lewis P. Speaker, D.D. 
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The Inner Mission Society held its an- 
nual meeting at Bethel Church January 
26. The Rev. Dr. Ambrose Hering of the 
Lutheran Welfare Council of New York 
City was the speaker. The Annual Solicita- 
tion report showed 75 percent of the 
$23,000 goal on hand. The prospects for the 
completion of the quota during the com- 
ing months are most hopeful. 

The Haverford Center report of the So- 
ciety indicated that the new building has 
helped to increase the Sunday school en- 
rollment 100 percent. There are 106 en- 
rolled, many of confirmation age, and an 
adult class is growing steadily. Other 
clubs and classes have also shown a de- 
(p cided increase. Colored ministers of other 
denominations are urging the establish- 
ment of a Lutheran congregation in this 
area. The need is so great that the local 
negro churches are unable to meet it. 

Newly elected board members are Mrs. 
Earl F. Stoner and Mr. D. H. B. Valentine. 
Mr. Peter P. Hagan was again elected 
president of the Society; G. Harry Ditter, 
Esq., was chosen vice-president; Mrs. Earl 
F, Stoner, secretary; and Mr. Carl F. R. 
Hassold, treasurer. Printed copies of the 
annual report may be had by writing to 
the Rev. Carl Futchs, 1932 Race Street, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


St. Peter’s Church, the Rev. Clarence 
W. Rhoda pastor, celebrated its fifteenth 
anniversary February 11. The president 
of the Ministerium, Dr. Emil E. Fischer, 
preached the sermon at the crowded 
morning service. The choir presented a 
musical at the evening service. St. Peter’s 
is calling this year “Anniversary Year,” 
with a financial goal of reducing its $30,000 
debt by $10,000. Knowing just a bit about 
St. Peter’s and her pastor, the Rev. Clar- 
ence W. Rhoda, they’ll do it, plus! 


Another Philadelphia church, Trinity 
Church in Germantown, has the money in 
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hand to go ahead with renovations when 
priorities are lifted. A goal of $15,000 had 
been set for this purpose. At the January 
meeting of the Board of Trustees it was 
reported that subscriptions in the amount 
of $15,500 had been received, of which 
amount almost $10,500 was in cash. 


Temple Church in West Philadelphia 
celebrated its third annual “Pohlman Day” 
February 11. The special speaker was the 
Rev. Dr. S. T. Nicholas, a schoolmate and 
lifetime friend of Dr. Pohlman. Although 
Dr. Nicholas was retired after serving 
Keller Memorial Church in Washington, 
D. C., he is now supplying Holy Trinity 
Church in Narberth, whose pastor is in 
the chaplaincy. 


From the Sunday bulletin of Holy Com- 
munion Church comes the following quo- 
tation: “The pastor (Dr. J. Henry Harms) 
advised the council that in 1946 he will 
celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of his 
entry into the gospel ministry, and desires 
to retire at that time. He further suggested 
that an associate pastor be secured at once, 
that the associate pastor might have mat- 
ters well in hand at the time of his retire- 
ment. The congregation directed the coun- 
cil to proceed with the selecting of a 
nominee for this important position.” 


Institutes 

Following’ up last year’s initial series of 
institutes on the territory of the New York 
Synod, which attracted the attendance of 
over half the pastors of that synod, mem- 
bers of the faculty conducted a second 
series of institutes during the first week 
of February.- The institutes were held in 
St. Peter’s Church, New York City, Feb- 
ruary 5 and 6; in First Church, Albany, 
February 6 and 7; and in Reformation 
Church, Rochester, February 7 and 8. 
President Reed presented “A Study of the 
Liturgical Propers”; President-elect Hoh 
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preached at a Pre-Lenten Retreat com- 
munion service held on the morning of 
the first day of each institute, presenting 
a paper on “The Pastor’s Lenten Task,” 
and also led an evening seminar on “Neg- 
lected Element of Pastoral Counseling” 
at Rochester; Dr. Charles Cooper’s subjects 
were “Recent Developments in Pentateuch 
Criticism” and “Preaching from Introit 
Psalms.” 


ULCA Secretary of Inner Missions 

The Rev. Francis Shearer, who for al- 
most four years has been assistant to Dr. 
G. H. Bechtold, executive secretary of the 
Board of Inner Missions, has resigned to 
become the secretary of Inner Missions in 
the Board of Social Missions of the ULCA. 
He will begin his new work April 1. 


A New Venture 

Pastor George B. Ammon of Holy Trin- 
ity Church, Chester, reports that on Sun- 
day afternoon, February 4, a Community 
Lutheran Sunday school was begun in Mc- 
Caffery Village with 152 persons present. 
March 4 the enrollment was 203! 

Holy Trinity has decided to give $100 to 
the fiftieth anniversary offering of the 
Board of Home Missions. Each year Pas- 
tor Ammon bravely ventures to take his 
catechetical class to Philadelphia to make 
the rounds of the Publication House, the 
Seminary, the Germantown Home, the 
Hospice, and the Settlement House. Not 
content with this much, they hope to visit 
“other points of interest”! All on a Satur- 
day! Does the pastor preach the following 
day or does he recuperate? 


Religious Song Festival 

Sponsored by the Evening Bulletin, a 
Religious Song Festival was held in the 
University of Pennsylvania’s Irvine Au- 
ditorium February 22. The over-long pro- 
gram included a prelude of five magnif- 
icent organ works with Mr. Rollo Maitland 
at the console; singing of parts of their 
services by Jewish, Armenian, and Rus- 
sian Orthodox groups; singing of hymns 
by the audience under the sparking di- 
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Truly a College of the Lutheran Church 


MARION COLLEGE 


MARION, VA. 


Young Women who wish to SERVE 
THE CHURCH should have at least 
two years of college work. 


TAKE YOUR FIRST TWO YEARS at 
Marion, the only Junior College in 
the United Lutheran Church. 


MARION has a reputation for training 
in Christian service. 


For information write 


The Rev. Henry E. Horn, President 
Box K, Marion, Va. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroidery—Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


Mf BST 2 thotchureh and cloray 1940 


(ij) COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


WANTED 


A Loysville Children’s Day Service of the year 
1905. Picture of a young girl on the cover page. 
This is desired to complete file destroyed by 
flood several years ago. I will be glad to pay 
One Dollar or more per. copy. More than one 
copy can be used. Send same to: Robert L. 
Meisenhelder, 581 S. Front St., Harrisburg, Pa. 


rection of Walter Eddowes; heavy unend- 
ing Moravian hymns played by a trombone 
choir from upstate which succeeded 
eminently in drowning out Philadelphia’s 
one Moravian church’s choir; five Lu- 
theran hymns by our Philadelphia Semi- 
nary Choir; Mr. Eddowes’ own all-girl 
Motet Choir singing gospel hymns; and 
a large chorus of negroes singing spirituals. 
The audience appreciated the elaborate 
program; but it was two times too long. 
One, only one, group kept within its 
allotted ten minutes—the Lutheran Semi- 
nary Choir. 
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Religious Education in Schools Receives Attention 


Durinc regular school hours in the 
Rothsville High School, an elective course 
in “The Acts of the Apostles” is being of- 
fered by the Rev. Willard Weida. 


‘ 


A survey conducted in the Grand View 
Heights area of Lancaster has resulted in 
the decision to start a mission church 
there. Report of the survey has been tab- 
ulated and forwarded to the Board of 
American Missions. 


Interior walls of St. John’s Church, Co- 
lumbia, are being repainted. Funds for 
this purpose resulted from the Christmas 
Day offering, which was presented in a 


MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


y , TROY, NY. 
h Urey High Grade 
mms om” Reconditioned Bells 


Write for Information. 


Gowns for Pulpit and Choir 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern - 
ings, bookmarkers, communion linens, materials 
cut out. Catalogue and samples on request. 


J. Mc HALL, INC. 


Office and Salesroom, 
14 W. 40th St., New York Tel. CHickering 4-3306 
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novel manner. Worshipers walked toward 
the chancel of the church, where a manger 
had been erected, and each one placed his 
offering in a space provided for this pur- 
pose. The Rev. Frank Adler is pastor. 


St. Paul’s Church, Millersville, the Rev. 
Ellerslie Lebo pastor, recently observed the 
one hundredth anniversary of its founding. 
The original charter of the church was a 
joint instrument effected by Reformed, 
Lutheran and Moravian members. The 
Moravian group disbanded prior to 1871. 

Dr. Emil E. Fischer, president of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania, delivered the 
anniversary sermon. 


In Concordia Sunday School, Columbia, 
the Rev. Charles V. Naugle pastor, 73 per- 
cent of the membership of 161 in the 
church school received perfect attendance 
awards for 1944. One of the members has 
a record of 30 consecutive years of perfect 
attendance and two members have had 29 
years. 


An Inner Mission Society Office 

has been opened by the Social Missions 
Committee of the Lancaster Conference in 
Trinity Church, Lancaster. Miss Bona- 
witz, a field worker of the Lutheran Chil- 
dren’s Bureau, is in charge of the office, 
which will be operated Thursday of each 
week. 


7.00 A. M. 
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE April 1, 1945 


To be held in 


PHILADELPHIA’S CONVENTION HALL 
34th St., Below Spruce 


DR. ROSS STOVER’S SERMON “VICTORY BY EASTER” 


FLORENCE KIRK, METROPOLITAN SOPRANO 
15,000 People Will Sing Hymns 

Great Choir, Soloists, Musicians, Ushers’ Chorus 
Living Pictures of Resurrection 

Broadcasts: WDAS 6:30—WIP 7:30—MUTUAL 8:00. 
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The Rev. Raymond Fetter was installed 
March 4 as assistant pastor of Grace 
Church, Lancaster, by the conference pres- 
ident, Dr. Ernest J. Hoh. Dr. Hoh deliv- 
ered the charge to the congregation, and 
the Rev. Charles Brobst delivered the 
charge to the pastor, who will be assistant 
to Dr. Allan E. Benner. 


The Rev. Elwood Reitz, a graduate of the 
class of 1945 of the Philadelphia Seminary, 
was installed as pastor of Zion Church, 
Leacock, March 18. The Rev. Phares Reitz, 
brother of the pastor of Zion Church, de- 
livered the charge to the pastor, and Dr. 
Ernest Hoh delivered the charge to the 
congregation. 


The Rev. Lawrence Reese has resigned 
as pastor of St. Mark’s congregation, Me- 
chanicsburg, to enter the naval chaplaincy. 
The Rev. Edward Wisser, a graduate of 
1945 class of the Philadelphia Seminary, 
has been called as his successor. 


Religious Education in Schools 

The weekday religious school conducted 
by the Lancaster Lutheran Ministerial As- 
sociation for the fifth and sixth grades of 
all Lancaster City public schools reports 
792 scholars enrolled; 354 of these students 
have no church school membership. 
Twenty-two Protestant and three non- 
Protestant church schools are represented 
in the enrollment. 


A Pre-confirmation Rally for Catechu- 
mens was held in St. James Church, Co- 
lumbia, the Rev. Charles V. Naugle pastor, 
March 18. Churches of the Central Penn- 
sylvania Synod and the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania co-operated. The Rev. Frank 
Adler of Columbia preached the sermon. 
The Rev. Bradley T. Gaver, First Church, 
Columbia, was liturgist. 


St. James Church, Columbia, is making 
plans for the celebration of its twenty-fifth 
anniversary in October. Stained glass win- 
dows are in process of being installed 
throughout the church. The confirmation 
class is presenting one of them. 
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THE CHOIR 


The 
INTROITS and GRADUALS 
of the CHURCH YEAR 


By H.. Alexander Matthens Mus. D. 


Vol. I—Advent to Whitsunday 
Vol. W—The Trinity Season 


These splendid original compositions pro- 
vide a rich store of suitable selections for 
choir use that really enrich the service. The 
plan of composition uniformly followed with 
the Introits is an opening solo followed by 
four-part harmony. With the Graduals a 
simple and effective four-part chant form is 
used. 

This music is easily within the capacity of 
soloists of fair ability and of choirs appre- 
ciative of good music and faithful in prep- 
aration. 

Cloth, with cover title in gold. Over one 
hundred pages to each volume. Size, 9 x 11 
inches. Price, $1.50 a volume; $15.00 a dozen. 
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and year out. 


FAMILY COATS-OF-ARMS 


Armorial bearings, beautifully executed. Mrs. 
Harold Isenhower, 523 E. Lafayette St., Salis- 
bury, N. C. 


CHICAGO teotocicat SEMINARY 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 1945 Summer Session 


for pastors eager to expand their spiritual, 
mental, academic horizons. 


“The evil of this day is an evil of mind, and in the 
mind it must be confronted.'’—Maritain. 


Ist TERM, JULY 23rd to AUGUST 10th 
2d TERM, AUGUST 13th to 3lst 


{ Strong Faculty, including Guest Professors— 
Dr. Wilhelm Pauck and Dr. Edgar Carlson 
¢ Theology); Dr. Victor Obenhaus (Rural Sociol- 
ogy), and others. 

{ B.D. graduates may take one, or two credit 
courses in either term, or in both, with credit 
toward advanced degrees. 

{ Limited dormitory space. Early enrolment ad- 
vised. Modest costs. Write for catalog. 


Charles B. Foelsch, Ph.D., President 
1644 S. llth Ave., Maywood, Ill. 


CLERICAL PULPIT ROBES 
Choir Gowns in All Styles 
CASSOCKS 
SURPLICES —STOLES 
CHURCH HANGINGS 
ALTAR LINENS 
CLERICAL SUITS — CLOAKS 
RABATS—RABAT VESTS—COLLARS—SHIRTS 


Inquiries Invited 


Cc. M. ALMY & SON, INC. 
562 Fifth Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 


| OXFORD 


Like a good friend, an OXFORD BIBLE 

| will stand the test of service—year in 

Printed on good, sturdy 

||| paper from clear, readable type and durably bound, every. 

i] OXFORD BIBLE is an investment in Bible economy and 
satisfaction. Az all booksellers. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Avenue, New York 11 


BIBLES 


The Standard 
for over 
250 years 


OBITUARY 


The Rev. Jacob W. Lazarus 


The Rev. Jacob W. Lazarus died at his home 
in Wernersville, Pa., February 4, after having 
been in the gospel ministry fifty-nine years and 
eight months. He was the son of the Rev. 
George M. and Amanda C. (Dech) Lazarus. He 
was born October 24, 1862, at Nazareth, Pa. 

He was graduated from Muhlenberg College 
in 1882 and from the Philadelphia Seminary in 
1885; and was ordained by the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania June 2, 1885. He was assistant 
to the Rev. Mr. Brengel until he received a call 
to the Mt. Bethel Parish, Northampton County, 
Pa., March 22, 1887. In January 1904 he ac- 
cepted a call to Sinking Spring, and in March 
of that year Trinity Church, Wernersville, was 
added to the parish. He relinquished his duties 
at Sinking Spring in 1924, but continued to 
serve at Wernersville until July 1941, when he 
was elected pastor emeritus, after having served 
the congregation for thirty-seven years. 

He was first married to Gwennie M. Beitel 
in 1891. To this marriage was born one son, 
George. She died in 1904. His second marriage 
— to Jeanette M. Blanck in 1909. She died in 


The funeral service was held February 8 in 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Wernersville. Emil E. 
Fischer, D.D., president of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania, preached the sermon; the Rev. 
Mark K. Trexler, president of the Reading Con- 
ference, offered the prayers; and the Rev. 
Clarence R. Schaffer, pastor of the church, was 
liturgist. 

Interment was made in Fairview Cemetery, 
Allentown, Pa. Clarence R. Schaffer. 


The Rev. Arthur H. Smith, D.D. 


Arthur H. Smith, D.D., pastor emeritus of 
Trinity Church, Ashland, Ohio, entered into life 
eternal March 5, following a brief heart attack. 
He was convalescing from an operation, when 
the recurrence of a heart ailment, first suffered 
a year before, closed his long and successful 
ministry. September 1, 1941, he had retired 
after a half century of service in the Lutheran 
Church. Forty-six of those years he was pastor 
of the Ashland congregation, and for four years, 
1904-1908, he was pastor of the Fourth Lutheran 
Church in Springfield, Ohio. 

Born January 25, 1867, in Wapakoneta, Ohio, 
Arthur Harms Smith was the son of Daniel Wa 
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Ohe Payne Spiers Studios Ine 
Studios ® ut Dew Jersey 


Paterson, 


Church Furnishings, 
Carved Wood 3 ff 
Memorials 
Gublets 
Murals 


Stained Glass 


-+ Inquiries Solicited - - 


NEW WRITERS NEEDED 


FREE DETAILS 
New writers needed to re-write ideas in 
newspapers, magazines and books. Splendid 
opportunity to “break into” fascinating 
writing fleld. May bring you up to $5.00 pet 
hour spare time. Experience unnecessary. 
Write today for details. NO OBLIGATION. 
Postcard will do. 
COMFORT WRITER’S SERVICE 

210-A5 South Seventh (2), St. Louis, Mo. 


LLOYD A. POTTEIGER 
PAINTER and INTERIOR FINISHER 
222 S. Carol Boulevard 
Highland Park Upper Darby, Pa. 
Sunset 3224 
Estimates and color schemes 
submitted on request. 


If Your Copies 
Arrive Late. . ! 


In these wartorn days we must 
expect a certain amount of delay in 
delivery of periodicals. 


After all, Uncle Sam’s troops have 
to be moved first ... the war ma- 
terials and food for the boys here 
and abroad must also have prefer- 
ence, 


So won’t you, please, just wait 
patiently for your copies and be 
thankful that in the good, old United 
States we can a get what we want 
to read, even if it’s a bit late? 


OBITUARY 
The Rev. Arthur J. Smith 


(Continued from page 44) 


Smith, D.D., and Sarah Elizabeth Smith. In the 
fall of 1872 the family moved to Mansfield, 
Ohio, where he attended the public schools. In 
1883 the family moved to Springfield, where 
the Rev. Daniel Smith became pastor of the 
First Lutheran Church. Arthur Smith entered 
the preparatory department of Wittenberg Col- 
lege, and in 1888 was graduated from the col- 
lege with the degree of A.B. and second honor 
in his class. Three years later he received the 
Bachelor of Divinity degree from Hamma Divin- 
ity School of Wittenberg College. In 1910 
Wittenberg bestowed upon him the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Divinity. 

July 26, 1892, he was married to Miss Abby 
Dell Billow of ‘Springfield who survives him, 
as does a daughter, Miss Sarah Smith, dean 
of girls and instructor in Latin at Ashland High 
ee A daughter, Mrs. Charles Means, died 
in : 

Dr. Smith held many positions of honor in 
the church at large, serving quietly but ef- 
fectively whenever called upon. He served as 
secretary, and then as president, of the East 
Ohio Synod of the former General Synod. He 
was a delegate to conventions of both the Gen- 
eral Synod and the United Lutheran Church 
in America. Elected a member of the Executive 
Board of the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica, to ne: out three years of the term of Dr. 
WicG. Tressler, deceased, he was re-elected 
in 1926 fig a four-year term. For twenty-three 
years Dr. Smith was a member of the Board 
of Directors of Wittenberg College, and was 
secretary of the Board for thirteen years. 

He _ was assistant editor of the Lutheran 
World 1904-1908, and for several years was an 
editorial writer on the Lutheran Church Work 
and Observer. From 1910 to 1913 he edited the 
Home Department Quarterly of the Augsburg 
Series of Sunday School Lessons. For eight 
years he was editor of the Adult Bible Class 
Quarterly. Among his publications are three 
books: ‘‘The Lutheran Church and Child Nur- 
ture,” “‘History of the East Ohio Synod,” and 
“Preachers and Preaching.” The latter volume 
is a series of lectures which he delivered on 
the Kessler Foundation at Hamma _ Divinity’ 
School. 

In 1926 he toured the Holy Land, the Med- 
iterranean countries and Europe. Three years 
later, he and Mrs. Smith attended the Lutheran 
World Convention in Copenhagen, following 
that with an extended tour of European 
countries. 

Funeral services were held at Trinity Church, 
Ashland, in/charge of Dr. George W. Miley, 
president of the Synod of Ohio, and Dr. Harold 
H. Lentz, pastor of the congregation, who served 
as assistant pastor under Dr. Smith for six 
years. Dr. Paul P. Anspach, former acting 
pastor of the congregation, offered prayer. The 
local Ministerial Association was represented 
by Dr. Harold Andrews of the First Presbyterian 
Church, who spoke briefly of the tremendous 
influence Dr. Smith has exerted on the city and 
throughout the county during his long years 
oh service. Burial took place in Ashland Ceme- 
ery. 

Few men earn the respect of a whole com- 
munity to the extent that Dr. Smith endeared 
himself to citizens of Ashland. Throughout the 
Synod of Ohio he was a brother beloved and a 
spiritual father to everyone who knew him. 
His deep sincerity, his rich spiritual and de- 
votional life, and his loyalty to his church, 
marked him as an outstanding workman in 
Christ’s kingdom on earth. . H. Lentz. 
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SYNODS 


The seventy-seventh annual convention of the 
Synod of Kansas and Adjacent States will be 
held in Christ Church, Eureka, Kan., the Rev. 
R. E. Gaston pastor, April 10-12. The first ses- 
sion will be The Service and the Holy Com- 
munion Tuesday morning, April 10, beginning 
at 9.00 A. M. George L. Search, Sec. 


The Tie Yaa aS annual convention of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska will 
be held in Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church, 
Omaha, Nebr., April 9, 10, 11. Communion 
Service, April 9, at 2 P. M. F 

The synodical Brotherhood Convention and 
banquet will be held following the Communion 
Service. Theodore J. C. Schuldt, Sec. 


The one hundred forty-first annual conven- 
tion of the United Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of North Carolina will be held in St. John’s 
Church, Cabarrus County, N. C., the Rev. Her- 
man W. Cauble pastor, April 3-5. 

F. L. Conrad, Sec. 


The fifty-fourth annual convention of the 
Rocky Mountain Synod will be held April 24- 
26 in Trinity Church, Boulder, Colo., the Rev. 
John F. Futchs pastor. The Holy Communion 
will be administered at the opening service, 7.45 
P. M., April 24. John F. Futchs, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


The fifty-fifth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Synod of 
Kansas and Adjacent States will be held at St. 
Paul’s Church, 839 North Market St., Wichita, 
Kan., April 9-11. 

Mrs. Kenneth Jackson, Rec. Sec. 


The Women’s Missionary Society of the Phila- 
delphia District of the Central Pennsylvania 
Synod will hold its annual spring conference 
Thursday, May 3, in Trinity Church, German- 
town Avenue and Queen ne, Germantown, 
Philadelphia, Pa., the Rev. Frank H. Clutz pas- 
tor. Sessions at 1.30 and 7.30 P. M. 

Pauline L. Bressler, Sec. 


_The spring convention of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society of the Chicago Conference of 
the Illinois Synod will be held Tuesday, April 
17, at Wicker Park Church, Hoyne Avenue and 
LeMoyne Street, Chicago, the Rev. Charles L. 
Venable pastor, from 10.00 A. M. to 3.00 P. M. 

The convention theme is “Sealed Orders” 
based on Hebrews 11: 8. The afternoon session 
will be given over to an hour of fellowship, 
with a closing devotional period and homeward 
thought by Sister Geraldine. 

Julia B. Hansen, Sec. 


CONFERENCE 


The Western Conference of the United Synod 
as New York will meet for its spring convention 
‘uesday, April 10, at Grace Church, Rochester, 
N. Y. The sessions open with a Communion 
Service at 10 A. 


M. and continue through the 
evening. 


Robert W. Stackel, Sec. 


PARISH WORKERS’ CONFERENCE 


The annual Parish Workers’ Conference of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania, Central Pennsyl- 
vania Synod, and the Maryland Synod, will be 
held at the Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
Gettysburg, Pa., April 12 and 13. 

Maxine Skinner, Sec. 
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HOLMAN 
REFERENCE BIBLES 


CLEAR TYPE—PRONOUNCING 
Size 5'/2 x 77% inches 
KING JAMES VERSION 


18 7° And Jé’sus, walking by the 
sea of Gal‘i-lee, saw two brethren, 


Si‘mon ? called Pé’tér, and An’drew 
his brother, casting a net into the 
sea. for they were fishers. 


Broad open-faced type, properly spaced 
between letters, words and lines for easy 
reading without eye-strain. Book and 
chapter headings on outside corner of each 
page as a practical self-indexing feature; 
chapter subjects at top of each page. 

Containing Old and New Testaments, 
Presentation Page and Family Record 
Pages in two colors, Practical Comparative 
Concordance and 48 pages of Helps com- 
prising New Practical Course in Bible 
Reading and Treasury of Biblical Infor- 
mation. Also New Biblical Atlas with In- 
dex and 12 pages of Colored Maps of 
Biblical Lands on Fine Coated Paper. 


1808C—Moroccograne Binding, stained 


(16 (a te 3 RTE ce erro ape $3.00 
1812C—French Morocco Leather, red 
MINGEE LOLA GCSES 1 creressecsssssetesavescossunesi> 4.00 


RED LETTER EDITION 
Same Helps as above; Concordance re- 
placed by The Inclusive Dictionary-Con- 
cordance, arranged like a Dictionary and 
containing 117 illustrations. 


1808CRL—Moroccograne Binding, 


Stained (ede Masi cciscor oe etme wnn3.50 
1812CRL—French Morocco Leather, 
red under gold edges ............... Bena 400 
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=— “CET WISDOM 
GET UNDERSTANDING” 


AN INSTITUTION of the Pittsburgh Synod for service to the entire Church 
and nation. 


DEVOTED to the Liberal Arts leading to A.B. and B.S. degrees; giving pre- 
professional, business, aviation secretarial, and teacher education 
courses. 


COUNSELING that is based upon personal interest and educational tests; ~ 
bringing the teacher, the student, the parents, and the pastor into an 
understanding relationship. 


“BE CHRISTIAN” was exemplified by Mr. and Mrs. A. Louis Thiel who, 
acting upon the suggestion of Dr. W. A. Passavant, gave their estate 
for this coeducational college. 


oe 


Summer Session, June 4 Fall Session, September 18 
For information write to 


WILLIAM F. ZIMMERMAN, President : HERBERT G. GEBERT, Dean 
Thiel College Greenville, Pa. 


DIAMOND JUBILEE ANNIVERSARY 


